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For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no 
ground for boasting. For necessity is laid upon 
me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 
For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward, 
but if not of my own will, I am still entrusted 
with a stewardship. What then is my reward? 
That in my preaching I may present the gospel 
free of charge, so as not to make full use of my 
right in the gospel.  

1 Cor. 9:16-18

YANGON: Cardinal Charles Maung 
Bo urged Burma’s military on Feb 3 
to release Aung San Suu Kyi after its 

“shocking” coup on Feb 1.
In a statement published Feb 3 on the web-

site of the Archdiocese of Yangon, the cardinal 
appealed to the armed forces to free the coun-
try’s elected civilian leader.

Aung San Suu Kyi was detained after the 
military seized power in the early hours of Feb 
1, along with Burma’s President Win Myint.

Addressing Aung San Suu Kyi, Win Myint 
and other members of their party, the National 
League for Democracy (NLD), directly, Bo 
said: “You are in this plight due to your unend-
ing struggle to bring democracy to this nation. 
The unexpected turn of events has made you 
prisoners. We pray for you and urge all con-
cerned to release you at the earliest.”

Describing Aung San Suu Kyi as “the voice 
of our people,” Bo added: “At this moment I 
offer my personal sympathies for your plight 
and pray that you may once again walk amidst 
your people, raising their spirits.”

Bo is the first cardinal in the history of Bur-
ma, also known as Myanmar, a country with 
a population of 54 million people bordering 
China, Laos, Thailand, Bangladesh, and India.

Since his appointment as Archbishop of 
Yangon, the former capital city, in 2003, he has 
emerged as a leading advocate for democracy 
in the country.

In his message, the cardinal emphasized that 
he was writing as a spiritual leader.

“We are journeying through some of the 
most challenging times of our history,” he said. 
“I write with love towards all, seeking a dura-
ble solution, praying for an end forever to the 
periodic darkness that envelops our dear na-
tion.”

The cardinal, who is also president of the 
Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences, 
boldly challenged Burma’s new military rulers, 
known as the Tatmadaw, to fulfil their promise 

to restore civilian rule. The armed forces took 
power after alleging fraud during last Novem-
ber’s elections, which were won by the NLD.

“When, in 2015, a peaceful transition to the 
elected government was effected by the Army, 
that won the admiration of the world,” Bo 
wrote.

“Today the world tries to understand what 
went wrong in the following years. Was there 
a lack of dialogue between the elected civilian 
authorities and the Tatmadaw?”

Referring to Burma’s troubled history since 

it gained independence from Britain in 1948, 
he continued: “We have seen so much pain in 
conflicts. Seven decades of bloodshed and vio-
lence have brought no results.”

“You promised peace and genuine democra-
cy. Democracy was the streak of hope for solv-
ing the problems of this once rich country. This 
time millions voted for democracy. Our people 
believe in the peaceful transfer of power.”

Questioning the military’s rationale for tak-
ing power, the 72-year-old cardinal said: “Alle-
gations of voting irregularities could have been 
solved by dialogue, in the presence of neutral 
observers. A great opportunity was lost. Many 
leaders of the world have condemned, and will 
condemn this shocking move.”

“Now you promise greater democracy — af-
ter investigation and another election. Myan-
mar people are tired of empty promises. They 
will not accept fake protestations.”

“You also promise to hold multiparty elec-
tions after one year. How will you gain the 
trust of our people? They will trust only when 
words are matched by sincere actions.”

Pope Francis visited Burma, a majority Bud-
dhist country, in 2017. He met with Aung San 
Suu Kyi as well as Min Aung Hlaing, the army 
general who now leads Burma following the 
coup. — CNA

l Turn to Page 8 for the full text of Cardinal 
Charles Maung Bao’s message
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VATICAN: Pope Francis announced the es-
tablishment of a World Day of Grandparents 
and the Elderly as a reminder of the important 
role they play as a link between generations.

During his Sunday Angelus address Jan 31, 
the Pope said the day will be celebrated every 
year on the fourth Sunday of July to coincide 
with the feast of Sts Joachim and Anne, Jesus’ 
grandparents. The first celebration of this day 
will be July 25.

“It is important for grandparents to meet 
their grandchildren and for grandchildren to 
meet their grandparents because — as the 
prophet Joel says — grandparents, before 
their grandchildren, will dream and have great 
desires, and young people — taking strength 
from their grandparents — will go forward 
and prophesy,” he said.

Highlighting the Feb 2 feast of the Presen-
tation of the Lord, the Pope said the recogni-

tion of Christ as the Messiah by the elderly 
Simeon and Anna is a reminder that “the Holy 
Spirit still stirs up thoughts and words of wis-
dom in the elderly today.”

“Their voice is precious because it sings 

the praises of God and safeguards the roots of 
peoples,” he said. “They remind us that old 
age is a gift and that grandparents are the link 
between generations, passing on the experi-
ence of life and faith to the young.”

“Grandparents are often forgotten and we 
forget this wealth of preserving roots and 
passing on,” he added.

In a statement published shortly after the 
Pope’s announcement, Cardinal Kevin J. Far-
rell, prefect of the Dicastery for Laity, the 
Family and Life, said the yearly event was “a 
gift to the whole Church” that emphasises the 
pastoral care of the elderly as “a priority that 
can no longer be postponed by any Christian 
community.”

“In the encyclical Fratelli Tutti, the Holy 
Father reminds us that no one is saved alone. 
With this in mind, we must treasure the spir-
itual and human wealth that has been handed 

down from generation to generation,” he said.
Farrell added that “today, more than ever, 

we are committed to making every effort to 
dismantle the throwaway culture and to en-
hance the charisms of grandparents and the 
elderly.”

The dicastery said Pope Francis will mark 
the first World Day of Grandparents and the 
Elderly July 25 with an evening Mass in St 
Peter’s Basilica. However, the Mass will be 
“subject to sanitary regulations in place at the 
time.”

“Closer to the world day, the Dicastery for 
Laity, the Family and Life will announce any 
further initiatives that will mark the event,” 
the statement said. “As of now, the dicastery 
is inviting parishes and dioceses around the 
world to celebrate this world day at the local 
level in ways that are suited to their pastoral 
context.” — CNS

Pope establishes World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly

Myanmar activists residing in Israel march with a portrait of ousted civilian leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi during a protest outside the country’s embassy in Tel Aviv on Feb 3, 2021. (UCA News photo)

World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly 
will be celebrated on the fourth Sunday of July.



A friend sent me a reassuring mes-
sage today: “Remember, your life-
guard walks on water.” 

I thought that was a timely reminder for 
me in a world fraught with uncertainty 
and danger, when we can easily lose hope 
or drown in anxiety.

In recent times, the coronavirus pan-
demic poses not only a health risk but a 
genuine threat to democracy. 

Cunning leaders are using the pandemic 
to roll back democratic gains. We can see 
that happening at home and around us in 
Asia. 

The latest is the military takeover in 
Myanmar, where a cloud of fear has en-
veloped the nation. The crushing of de-
mocracy there comes on the heels of a 
general election, where a military-backed 
party performed poorly. Myanmar, like 
Malaysia, used to be rich in resources, but 
what has happened to all that wealth? 

Other leaders around the world are ma-
nipulating racial and religious sentiment 
to whip up public support. Such cynical 
moves are often a cover for huge corpo-
rate and personal greed that eyes public 
coffers and the common good to rake in 
even more wealth and profits.

Imagine how the disciples of Jesus must 
have felt amid the turbulence of First-
Century Roman-occupied Palestine and 
the persecution that the early Church ex-
perienced. 

The following passage offered comfort 
to the persecuted Church:

24… the boat, by now some furlongs 
from land, was hard pressed by rough 
waves, for there was a head-wind.

In the fourth watch of the night, he 

came towards them, walking on the 
sea, 26 and when the disciples saw 
him walking on the sea, they were ter-
rified. 'It is a ghost,' they said, and 
cried out in fear.

27 But at once Jesus called out to 
them, saying, 'Courage! It's me! Don't 
be afraid.'

28 It was Peter who answered. 
'Lord,' he said, 'if it is you, tell me to 
come to you across the water.'

29 Jesus said, 'Come.' 
Then Peter got out of the boat and 

started walking towards Jesus across 
the water, 30 but then noticing the 
wind, he took fright and began to sink. 
'Lord,' he cried, 'save me!'

31 Jesus put out his hand at once 
and held him. 'You have so little faith,' 
he said, 'why did you doubt?' 32 And 
as they got into the boat the wind 
dropped.
The Church has been metaphorically 

described as a boat tossed in stormy wa-
ters. For the disciples, their ministry often 
presented them with real emergencies in 
the midst of stormy seas. 

The turbulent waters may be seen as 
the chaos of the world. In ancient times, 
the sea was often the focus of legends and 
myths in the Middle East, of dragons and 

monsters in the deep, the site of cosmic 
battles between warring gods. 

But the sea was also the place where 
God showed his hand as in the account of 
Creation over the dark primordial waters 
and Moses’ parting of the Red Sea.

The Gospel account was set in the fourth 
watch of the night, which was 3am to 6am 
– that is, real darkness, when people fear 
the unknown. 

But the fisherfolk of the time, often 
working hard to pay off debt and taxes, 
had to take risks, braving the dark waters 
in their flimsy vessels and battling their 
own fatigue. 

The passage has remarkable similarity 
with Psalm 107: 5 By his word he raised 
a storm-wind, lashing up towering waves. 
26 Up to the sky then down to the depths! 
Their stomachs were turned to water; 27 
they staggered and reeled like drunkards, 
and all their skill went under.

28 They cried out to Yahweh in their dis-
tress, he rescued them from their plight,

29 he reduced the storm to a calm, and 
all the waters subsided, 30 and he brought 
them, overjoyed at the stillness, to the port 
where they were bound.

Flash forward to our times. What a tur-
bulent world we live in – and once again, 
the sea carries hidden dangers – rising sea 

levels due to climate change, the threat of 
flooding and storm surges, super hurri-
canes from the sea, toxic waste including 
plastic rubbish, overfishing, massive rec-
lamation destroying fishing waters. Much 
of this is driven by excessive greed and 
consumption.  

Our seas are also potential flashpoints 
for territorial disputes. On land, rivers and 
water sources are likely to be the causes of 
future conflicts as climate change makes 
rainy seasons unpredictable and droughts 
longer and hotter. 

And yet, rivers and seas are also the 
source of life – rain, water, fish and abun-
dant biodiversity (now under threat). 

Sometimes, in this world of darkness, 
fear and uncertainty, amidst all these 
threats, it is easy to forget that we have 
a lifeguard who walks on water. We have 
someone who is ready to haul us out of 
the vortex that is sucking us down into the 
abyss.

He has the ability to calm not only the 
storms at sea but also the raging turbu-
lence in our world – no matter who the 
worldly lords and masters are. 

What’s more, if we are committed to 
building the new kingdom which Jesus 
ushered in – a kingdom that turned world-
ly norms and expectation on its head — if 
we are poor and meek, if we work for jus-
tice and peace in the service of the king-
dom, how could He possibly let us down, 
even if sometimes we feel like we’re sink-
ing into the raging sea? 

How could He let us down if we only 
call out to Him in faith, even in feeble 
faith? Not only does our lifeguard walk on 
water, He is the Living Water. 

A lifeguard who walks on water
Sunday Observer

By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

The coming of God in power — that’s 
what these first Sundays of the Year 

have been about. Mark has been our guide, 
showing us first the Baptiser, and then the 
Stronger One who, after thirty years of an-
onymity, has burst onto the Galilean scene 
announcing this coming-of-God-in-power 
using the language of kingdom. At the be-
ginning of his gospel, as his first illustra-
tion of that power, Mark had chosen not 
a word but a deed, the deliverance from 
demonic oppression of the poor man who, 
one Sabbath, interrupted Jesus teaching 
in the synagogue at Capernaum (see Mk 
1:21-28).

That episode is worth noting, since it 
will prepare the way for this Sunday’s 
Gospel. While Mark could well have be-
gun his account of the public ministry 

with an example of Jesus’ teaching — a 
parable, say — he chooses this dramatic 
action (accomplished, though, by a sharp 
word: “Quiet! Come out of him!”*). Strik-
ingly, the people respond to this expulsion 
of the evil spirit with, “What is this? A new 
teaching with authority.” Implication: Je-
sus’ good news is not simply a new idea or 
an alternative lifestyle; it is the announce-
ment and the inauguration of a fresh in-
tervention of divine power. When people 
respond to Jesus’ teaching, things happen. 
Salvation is not “pie in the sky by and by.” 
Salvation turns out to be a matter of getting 
rescued from concrete evils.

This Sunday’s Gospel continues that 
theme. The four fishermen, only recently 
called from their tackle and trade, follow 
Jesus to Simon’s house, where they alert 

the Master to Simon’s mother-in-law, sick 
in bed with a fever. And here, not with 
a word but a gesture — “he grasped her 
hand, and helped her up” — Jesus restores 
the good woman. Her response to the heal-
ing: she begins to serve them, presum-
ably fixing a meal for the four of them. It 
is another of Mark’s cameos of Christian 
life: a person in trouble is rescued through 
encounter with the Lord and proceeds to 
serve others. The single word Mark uses 
to describe her action, diekonei (“she wait-
ed on them”), resonates with the primary 
Church word for service, diakonia. The 
kingdom shows in a simple act of hospi-
tality.

When the sun sets on that Sabbath, there-
by signalling the start of a new day in Jew-
ish reckoning and thus the end of the Sab-
bath's no-work regulation, people bring to 
Jesus all who are sick and/or demonised. 
And what Jesus did for a man in the syna-
gogue and a woman in the home, he now 
does for all of them. The coming of God’s 
rescuing power in Jesus is meant to touch 
all. Jesus’ muzzling of the know-it-all de-
mons is a cue that, though the kingdom is 
demonstrated in healing and deliverance 
from the demonic, there is even more to 
it than that.

That “more” is suggested when we see 
Jesus rise before the break of day and head 
out to a deserted place to pray. Jesus serves 
a cause larger, even, than himself. All of 
this preaching and healing is a “coming 
out” impelled by the divine Father whose 

power Jesus is mediating.
Now it becomes clear why the Church 

has chosen to introduce this Sunday’s ser-
vice of the word with a lament from Job 
(First Reading). In these words we eaves-
drop on a drama set in pre-Israelite Edom, 
and we hear the complaint of a man who 
has lost children, property, and health. 
These sad words of sleepless hopelessness 
have a universal ring that anyone who has 
ever had a bad day (or night) can relate to. 
We read them today as a reminder of the 
power of God that Jesus announces and 
brings, which is meant to address just such 
emptiness. The Gospel is indeed a new 
teaching with authority, one that actually 
rescues.

The short quotation from Paul’s letter 
to the Corinthian community shows us 
that the urgency with which Jesus spread 
his Godspel is typical of his followers and 
ministers (diakonoi). How does Paul put 
it? “If I preach the gospel, this is no rea-
son for me to boast, for an obligation has 
been imposed on me, and woe to me if I 
do not preach it!” (1 Cor 9:16). This is not 
the complaint of a workaholic. It is more 
like a healed mother-in-law’s spontane-
ous instinct to serve. — By Prof Emeritus       
Dennis Hamm, SJ

5th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Readings: Job 7:1-4, 6-7;

1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23;
Gospel: Mark 1:29-39

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time: The Pillars of Safety
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Bishop Sebastian explains 
February PMPT theme
Dear friends in Jesus Christ, dear fellow 
disciples of Jesus Christ. 

It is a wonderful thing to be able to speak 
to all of you, especially all of you in Pen-
insular Malaysia, in the three dioceses of 
Kuala Lumpur, Penang and Malacca Jo-
hore. To share with you what the Holy 
Spirit is saying to our Church in Semenan-
jung for this year of the Lord, 2021. 

As you know the theme is Hope. To be-
lieve in hope, to live in hope, to give hope, 
to keep hope alive.

Maybe some of us are tired, are burnt 
out, exhausted and confused. Maybe some 
of us are angry. Maybe some of us feel that 
our prayers are not being answered, that 
this crisis is dragging on for so long and 
with uncertainties of how much longer it 
will drag on.     

Whatever may be the state of your mind, 
the state of your heart, the state of your 
soul, Jesus is reaching out to each one of 
you. And Jesus wants to reach you, to touch 
you, and to give you the gift of Hope.

Last year, the Peninsular Malaysia Pasto-
ral theme was Healing. Yes, we need to be 
healed and to continue to be healed. This 
year the theme is Hope. The theme for the 
month of February is Solidarity in Diver-
sity. In other words Unity in Diversity. We 
will never stop speaking about unity. Not 
any kind of superficial unity, but unity in 
diversity. Pope Francis describes this as 
Bothers and Sisters all — Fratelli Tutti. 
This is the Church’s teaching where we are 
able to call everyone brothers and sisters. 
We are not afraid of diversity or solidarity.

Why? Because of our understanding of 
God himself. The God who revealed him-
self in Jesus Christ is a unity of three per-
sons – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. A unity 
in diversity, a solidarity in diversity. This 
diversity exists even in God. Likewise, it is 
reflected in Creation, in humankind. 

History has shown us the opposite — 
uniformity. That is a dangerous word. 
What history has shown and is still show-
ing today, uniformity based on nationalism, 
based on race, based on colour, based on 
creed, based on culture, based on religion 
that tries to impose itself on others is the 
opposite of God. It is evil.

 So, do not be afraid of the diversity that 
you see and feel within yourself, in your 
body, in your soul, in your spirit and in all 
that you see around you. Yes, we indeed 
breathe, we inhale and exhale this solidari-
ty, this unity, this oneness, this communion, 
(there are many words that we could use), 
in diversity. Because the breath of God as 
Trinity is in us, in humankind, in Creation. 

That is why the foundation is Hope in 
2021 – to receive hope, to believe in Hope, 
to give Hope, to share Hope. This Solidar-
ity in Diversity is not about day-dreaming. 
Rather, it is real, it is personal, it is tangi-
ble, it is historical. It is as real as the person 
next to you. 

Therefore, as we try to receive the gift of 
Hope from the Holy Spirit, we will try to 
be creative in these days of uncertainties. 
We will continue to be inclusive in these 
days of division, we will continue to build 
bridges where we are tempted to build 
walls to separate ourselves from others. 

This is what the Holy Spirit is saying 

to Pope Francis, to us, to everyone. This 
is what the Holy Spirit is saying to the 
churches, here in Peninsular Malaysia and 
beyond. This is the reason why we will 
obey, we will reflect, we will pray, we will 
meditate, we will intercede, that all of us 
receive this gift of Hope before we are able 
to share it with others. 

You may not be able to reach out to 
many people these days, physically or so-
cially, due to the many Standard Operating 
Procedures which are limiting our ability 
to reach out to others. But whether it be in 
your families, in your neighbourhood, in 
your BECs, in your parish, in your town, 
wherever… remember the difference that 
one person can make to one other person 
and vice versa. Numbers don’t matter.

I just want to bless all of you as you con-
tinue to journey in this Year of the Lord, 
2021. February has the Day of Prayer for 
the Sick and the Feast of Our Lady of 
Lourdes. Chinese New Year is coming, fol-
lowed by Ash Wednesday. 

Let us respond to all of these in small 
ways like the Parable of the Mustard Seed. 
It is small but it can become a big tree and 
give shade to all kinds of birds that come 
and rest and nest there. It is my hope that 
you and I will be like the mustard seed. 

So, we remind all of you who are sick 
that we will remember you very specially 
on the Day of Prayer for the Sick, the Feast 
of Our Lady of Lourdes. We wish all of you 
a Happy Lunar New Year. We wish all of 
you a wonderful season of Lent that starts 
on Ash Wednesday. No one is forgotten. 
No one is left out. This is the unity that we 
seek. The solidarity in diversity that we 
seek.
God bless you. Thank you.

Bishop Sebastian Francis    

Archdiocese of 
KuAlA lumpur
Chan/MC/03/2021

1.0 Chinese New Year (February 12, 2021) 
- Friday Abstinence
The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Ma-
laysia, Singapore and Brunei, at their last 
plenary (4-8 January 2021) decided on the 
following which has the effect of a particular 
law binding the whole region:

“The Conference grants dispensation from 
abstinence to all the faithful celebrating the 
Chinese New Year in any way on the three 
consecutive Fridays, 12, 19 & 26 February 
(2021). However, all are asked to observe the 
regular fast and abstinence for Ash Wednes-
day on 17 February (2021).” (Paragraph 1.3.1 
CBCMSB letter dated 10th January 2021)

2.0 Observance of Ash Wednesday
Although Ash Wednesday (February 17, 
2021), which marks the beginning of the sea-
son of Lent, is not a holy day of obligation, 
many of the faithful continue to observe it 
piously by attending Mass and receiving the 
imposition of blessed ashes.

Due to the suspension of public Masses 
during the MCO 2.0 (which is expected to 
end on  February 18, 2021), there will be no 
imposition or distribution of blessed ashes.

The Archdiocesan Liturgical Commission 
has prepared a para-liturgy which can be 
used by individuals and families at home. 
The para-liturgy involves a Liturgy of the 
Word and the imposition of ashes done by 
members of the family. Ashes used during 
this para-liturgy may be made by burning old 
palms or other leaves that are available. This 
order of the para-liturgy will be disseminated 
through your respective BEC and parish

Fr Michael Chua
Chancellor
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur
February 3, 2021

Chinese New Year 
and Ash Wednesday

MJD News Update #26diocese of 
mAlAccA Johore

Welcome to F12 MJD NEWS UPDATES 
#26
Greetings and Peace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you, dear People of God.

1.0 A Thought For The Week:  
A mother was making pancakes one Sat-
urday morning for her two little boys. The 
brothers began squabbling over who was 
going to get the first pancake. Mom, as 
mothers often do, saw an opportunity to 
teach her little boys a lesson. “You know, 
if Jesus was here he’d say “My brother can 
have the first pancake.” So the five-year-
old, Kevin, turns to the three-year-old and 
says, “OK. You be Jesus.” 

But Jesus said, “The Son of Man came to 
serve, not to be served — and then to give 
away his life in exchange for the many who 
are held hostage.” – Matthew 20:28

It’s not just 5-year olds that come up with 
such logic. Although we may believe that 
Jesus has set us an example of servanthood 
– putting others first – oftentimes we too are 
a little bit like Kevin, waiting for the other 
person to be Jesus.

2.0 Announcements For This Week:
2.1 During these times of the MCO and 
the COVID-19 Pandemic, I was sent this 
lovely prayer which I dedicate to all of you 

out there. Peter said to the paralytic at the 
gates of the Temple: Silver and gold I have 
none. In the name of Jesus Christ, get up 
and walk. This is the only gift I can offer, a 
prayer for you:
Dearest God,
I simply want to pray for your extra bless-
ings for your people. Bless those who have 
lost their jobs. Bless those whose loved ones 
died. Bless those who are sick. Bless those 
who are struggling to make ends meet. 
Bless those who are suffering emotionally. 
Bless those who are broken-hearted. Bless 
those with broken spirits. Bless every home 
and family. Bless the homeless, people and 
animals alike. Bless the one who is hearing 
or reading this. Bless this world with more 
love. Amen
2.2 MJD had responded with RM10,000 to 
Caritas Indonesia's West Sulawesi earth-
quake rapid response.
2.3 The books entitled “More Nuggets” 
and “Easter Glimpses”, written by me, 
priced at RM20.00 a set, are available at 
the Majodi Publications Office. The pro-
ceeds are set aside for the Building Projects 
of St Theresa Masai and Holy Family, Ulu 
Tiram. Call Majodi Publications (+607-
387 1121 or bookshop@mjdiocese.my) for 
orders. 

2.4 Fast and Abstinence for Lent 2021: All 
Catholics are obligated to observe the prac-
tice of fast and abstinence for the coming 
Ash Wednesday, February 17. For the Fri-
days of the Chinese New Year season (Feb 
12, 19, 26), dispensation from “fast and 
abstinence” has been granted by the CBC-
MSB.  

2.5 Coming soon is a joint communication 
from the Archbishops and bishops of Ma-
laysia on the Church’s stand on “Vaccines, 
Vaccination and Ethics”. Watch out also 
for the FAQs on COVID-19 vaccines. 

2.6 The first ever National Online Life In 
The Spirit Seminar, organised by Charis 
Malaysia, is set for March 20-25, 2021. 
This is a Lenten Programme, led by Bishop 
Sebastian Francis and Team, for all Catho-
lics and RCIA candidates above the age of 
19. Register on Google Forms. Renew and 
Re-ignite. Contact the nearest Charismatic 
Group for more information.

2.7 Coming up next, the Diocesan Family 
Life Ministry has arranged for a Zoom ses-
sion with Dr Joseph Jacob, a geriatrician, a 
consultant psychiatrist from Kuala Lumpur, 
to speak on The Pandemic Stress and Cop-
ing Among the Elderly, on March 14, 2021 
(8.00-10.00pm).

Contact Deacon Leslie Petrus or DFLM 
for more information. 

3.0 This Week’s Q & Q. This time, the Q 
asks: 
If we are made alive in God, can we be 
dead to God’s Grace? 

We can become dead to God’s grace:
+ when we limit God, His mercy and His 
love.
+ when we become legalistic and ritual-
istic
+ when we are unable to see the “some-
thing beyond the Temple”
+ when structures and organisations are 
more important than being living organ-
isms
(Next week, watch out for ‘The greatest 

of God’s grace, Jesus Christ’)

Thank you for reading. Let us continue 
to build God’s Kingdom together. Have 
a great weekend. God bless you. Be safe. 
Keep safe.

Bishop Bernard Paul
February 5, 2021

Click here to watch the video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yH_gaT0nAvg
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Updated hymnal for the 
region released

PENANG: The Church of Divine Mercy 
(CDM) celebrated Catechetical Sunday on 
Jan 31 by beginning online catechism for 
Std 1 to Form 5 students. The classes all be-
gan after parish priest Fr Michael Raymond 
OFM Cap, asked faith sharers to declare 
their commitment and commissioned them 
at the end of the Sunday morning Mass. 

The planning of this event began towards 
the end of 2020. The core team of the Cat-
echists, led by Ken Lee met to affirm that 
catechism would resume in early 2021 
when the schools re-admitted students. 
Three scenarios were planned. The first was 
for restrictions on numbers of attendance in 
church, the second was for limited numbers 
and the last was for a full lockdown. SOPs 
were discussed and finalised. Classrooms 
in church were visited and seating arrange-
ments planned with due social distancing 
measures. This also included movement 
control at the beginning and at the end of 
classes, with pickup procedures by parents 
to ensure best practices of social distanc-
ing in compliance with government health 
guidelines. 

As 2021 came upon us, the second wave 

of the mutated virus emerged and it was 
evident that scenario three was the only 
alternative available. A meeting with the 
catechists was held and they agreed that 
catechism would resume online. Fr Michael 
decided that the Pre-school class was to be 
suspended temporarily due to difficulties 
imposed on parents sustaining their chil-
dren’s interest. 

A system for registration was worked out 
to update class registers and parents were 
given a dateline for submission. In addi-
tion, tutorials were planned for catechists 
to be familiar with the different platforms 
available for online teaching. Most opted 
for Zoom as CDM had recently subscribed 
to Zoom Pro which has unlimited time re-
strictions. Parents were also asked to give 
their thoughts and suggestions on face-to-
face interactions once the MCO is lifted and 
children are allowed to return to church for 
catechism.

Many classes began at 11.00am, which 
was the time allocated for catechism be-
fore the pandemic. However, some classes 
were scheduled later to accommodate those 
families with more than one child attending 

catechism and sharing the same computer 
facilities at home.

 There were some hiccups as some stu-
dents were not familiar with the online 
platform. They were without audio, some 
did not turn on their video and others used 
the chat in some distracting ways. But in 
general, this first session was encouraging 
as the overall attendance was over 80 per 
cent. This was better than most attendances 
in the pre-pandemic times. This event even 
prompted an inquiry from a grandparent 
with grandchildren overseas to ask if they 
could register for catechism online at CDM.

A most significant benefit derived from 
this mode of teaching was that for the first 
time, many parents had to sit in on classes 
with their children. This brought some to 
realise the depth of knowledge and under-
standing of their own faith and that of their 
children. CDM had always encouraged par-
ents to come and sit in on classes but with 
limited success in the past. Now this pan-
demic has forced the parents to sit by their 
children throughout the instruction and ap-
preciate the efforts put in by the teachers. 
It also put some pressure on catechists to 

prepare well for their lessons. 
It was generally observed that the 40 min-

utes of Zoom time is not sufficient to cover 
a lesson due to housekeeping matters and 
for large numbers of students interacting. 
As some parents have expressed their re-
luctance to send their children to class even 
after the lockdown has been lifted, online 
lessons will be continued. It also proved 
challenging for catechists to provide an-
swers to some innocent but relevant faith 
questions during the lesson. It was related 
that a Std 3 child had asked “How do I 
know God is real?” With parents looking on 
it was so difficult to provide a meaningful 
answer to the level of an eight year old.

Fr Michael sent an inspiring message to 
all the catechists before the commencement 
of classes, thanking them for their contin-
ued commitment and dedication in guiding 
the children on their faith journey. With an-
other 26 lessons planned for the year, it will 
certainly be a challenge to sustain interest 
in the lessons to come. But all is left in the 
hands of the Lord and as all in CDM will 
attest “Jesus, I Trust in You.” — By Dr Ivan 
Filmer

KUALA LUMPUR: The Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference of Malaysia, Singapore 
and Brunei (CBCMSB) endorsed the re-
vised edition of Sing Your Praise to God 
(2021) as the official Catholic Hymnal for 
this region on Feb 2, 2021.

This revised edition sees a new trans-
formed outlook, from a metal clip compi-
lation of pages of texts for Order of Mass, 
prayers and hymns, to a thread-bound 
hard cover Order of Mass, Antiphons and 
hymns in texts and music notations. Also 
added to this revised edition are the Rite 
of Eucharist, Exposition and Benediction 
and an index to the list of hymns accord-
ing to titles, first lines, parts of the Mass 
and seasons and liturgical uses.

Sing Your Praise to God was first pub-
lished in 1970 by Bishop Emeritus James 
Chan and the Regional Liturgy Commis-
sion of CBCMSB to meet the needs of the 

faithful as they come together to worship 
God in spirit and in truth at every Mass, 
and to sing with joy this source and sum-
mit of our Christian lives. The second edi-
tion, printed in 1985, besides having more 
hymns, had devotions and prayers added 
to it. Since then, the hymnal has not been 
updated.

And so, it stands to reason that the hym-
nal needed to be revised. Thus, in 2014, 
CBCMSB mandated the Episcopal Re-
gional Liturgy Commission (formerly 
RLC) to undertake the task of revising and 
improving the hymnal. In this endeavour, 
the Commission re-visited the liturgical 
and co-related documents of the Second 
Vatican Council. With those references 
and with constant consultations with the 
bishops of the CBCMSB, the Commis-
sion formulated the guiding principles, 
for determining the hymns to be included, 

as well as adding the Antiphon texts and 
musical notations. Acknowledging and 
paying all copyright owners too was an 
important part of the exercise.

The revised hymnal is at present being 
sent to all dioceses in the region. It is sold 
at RM25 a copy. Order forms have been 
sent to all the parishes. Please contact 
your respective parish to place your order 
or liturgycommission@erlcmsb.org.

It is our sincere prayer and hope that this 
revised edition will become the constant 
companion of everyone in our worship-
ping community, not only of the choirs 
and musicians. That all who use it may 
be drawn deeper into that full, active and 
conscious participation of the soul lifted 
in singing the praise to God. “Praise the 
Lord for he is good; sing to our God for he 
is loving: to him our praise is due” (Psalm 
146:1).

CDM Penang Celebrates Catechetical Sunday

KUCHING: Faith Comes by Hearing 
Asia has launched an ecumenical project 
for the 40-day Lent to Easter Sunday pe-
riod.

This is an invitation to be a part of 
the global ONE Campaign 2021 where 
hundreds of churches and organisations 
throughout the world – from every de-
nomination, language group and walk of 
life – come, listen and journey together 
through the four Gospels as ONE.

In his commitment to promote the Word 
of God, Catholic Archbishop Simon Poh 
is inviting all Christians to the ONE Na-
tion 2021 Listening and Watching Chal-
lenge, commencing February 17 to April 
4 through the Bible.is App.

He says, “The Bible is Jesus speaking to 
us. Let the Word of God accompany us.”

Let us come together to affirm One 
Word, One God and One World; reading, 
hearing, and watching the Word of God – 
together in One Spirit! — By Ivy Chai, 
Today’s Catholic

To those who have ears, let them hear!

Archbishop Simon Poh invites us to be 
part of the global ONE campaign 2021.

The revised Sing Your Praise to God hymnal is 
sold at RM25. 

Sign up here: http://bit.ly/359Hxt8
Download the Bible.is App: https://
www.faithcomesbyhearing.com/
audio-bible-resources/bible-is 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSffqMhWzxUdl0zWXeydTboRmfox77_wvHgWh-LBEZjDApDDCw/viewform
https://www.faithcomesbyhearing.com/audio-bible-resources/bible-is
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Catholic Moral Teaching and 
COVID-19 Vaccines 

KUALA LUMPUR: The cat-
echists from the Church of the 
Holy Family and the Church of 
the Sacred Heart attended a Vir-
tual Recollection before the start 
of catechism on Jan 30. The first-
of-its-kind session was held to 
prepare the catechists for the Cat-
echist Commissioning held by the 
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur 
during the various live-streamed 
Masses on Jan 31.

A total of 109 catechists, facili-
tators and presenters took part in 
the online recollection organised 
by catechists of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus Church.  

The presenters were Fr Clar-
ence Dass for English, Fr Peter 
Anthoney for Tamil, Sr Sylvia 
Stanis for BM and Ms Angeline 
Ch’ng for Mandarin.

There were 39 participants for 
the English session, 13 for the BM 
session, 33 for the Mandarin ses-
sion and 24 for the Tamil session. 

The session started with Fr 
Clarence’s moments of silence on 
a hymn – “The greatest thing in all 
my life is Serving you” to recol-
lect with a moment of silence as 
to why the catechist were called to 
serve as catechist. 

In his opening statement, Fr 

Clarence said that inspiration is 
the key of Catechism. The role of 
the catechist is to inspire the stu-
dents. Due to the current pandem-
ic, we need to adjust our classes to 
the new norm. 

The session continued with 
breakout sessions according to the 
four language groups. The session 
ended with a word of thanks from 
Sacred Heart parish priest Fr Ed-
win Peter.

The online technicalities for the 
virtual Recollection were handled 
by Andrew Dass, the catechetical 
Social Communication represent-
ative of Sacred Heart parish. 

KUCHING: Chief Minister Datuk 
Patinggi Abang Johari Tun Openg 
presented a RM2.5 million grant to 
support SMK St Joseph’s Mill Hill 
restoration project on Feb 3. 

With this huge donation from the 
Sarawak government, SMK St Joseph 
has finally enough to cover and com-
plete the restoration project With was 
estimated to cost RM5.5 million. 

The mock cheque was received by 
the acting chairman for Mill Hill Res-
toration Project and Board of SMK St 
Joseph, Christopher Chua following 
a courtesy call on Abang Johari at his 
office in Wisma Bapa Malaysia. 

Chua, who led a delegation from 
the St Joseph School Board of Man-
agement, also briefed Abang Johari on 
the development and restoration pro-
gress of the St Joseph School's Mill 
Hill Block. 

Accompanying the board was Min-
ister for Local Government and Hous-
ing Datuk Se, Dr Sim Kui Hian and 
Minister for Tourism, Arts, Culture, 
Youth and Sports Datuk Abdul Karim 
Rahman Hamzah, SMK St Joseph 
Board patron Archbishop Simon Poh 
and Board member Gerald Lee. 

Meanwhile, the Mill Hill restora-
tion project which started in August 
last year had struggled over the past 

year to raise enough funds to restore 
and preserve the 127-year-old build-
ing which is a significant piece of 
Sarawak’s history. 

The school’s Old Josephians Asso-
ciation (WA) had carried out various 
activities to raise sufficient funds for 
the project, apart from donations from 
fellow Josephians, corporate entities, 
as well as elected representatives and 
government grants. 

It managed to raise RM2.5 million 
by the end of 2020. 

The Mill Hill Block, built-in 1894, 
was the first brick building of St Jo-
seph’s school, which was declared 
opened by Rajah Charles Brooke. The 
19th-century building had stood the 
test of time and was a durable symbol 
of the proud history of the school. 

But in 2019, inspections carried 
out by the Public Works Department 
(JKR) Sarawak found that the block, 
which housed 12 classrooms, was un-
safe for occupation due to structural 
damage. 

The restoration project will see nine 
classrooms restored, the school office 
and staff rooms for staff and teachers 
upgraded, and the addition of a new 
exhibition hall and lecture room to 
hold events as part of the school learn-
ing experience. — DayakDaily 

KUALA LUMPUR: Many Catho-
lics are in a dilemma over the use of 
vaccines. Confusions arise from the 
mixed information received via vari-
ous sources on whether these vac-
cines have been produced through 
a culture of foetal cells derived from 
abortions. 

This dilemma has become increas-
ingly apparent in the race to acceler-
ate vaccine production to combat the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Catholics At Home presented a 
livestreamed chat session of Catho-
lic Moral Teaching & COVID-19 
Vaccines on January 29.

More than one thousand people 
‘eavesdropped’ on the virtual chat 
session which was streamed live via 
Facebook and YouTube. Having the 
whole session on a digital platform, 
made it accessible even after it end-
ed, as the number of viewers seem to 
be increasing daily. 

The session was led by Fr Clarence 
Devadass, executive Secretary of the 
Office of Theological Concerns un-
der the Federation of the Asian Bish-
ops’ Conferences (FABC), featuring 
Fr James McTavish from Scotland, 
who was a successful plastic surgeon 
prior to being ordained as a Catholic 
priest and moral theologian, work-
ing in the Philippines for more than 
17 years, and Dr Sharon Gopalan, 
a medical practitioner from Kuala 
Lumpur. 

The conversation began with Fr 
Clarence highlighting the impor-
tance of protecting human lives, re-
flecting on the issue of vaccines and 
its impact on humankind. 

 “In today’s world, how does the 
principles of life apply?” asked Fr 
Clarence. 

To look for the good in this situ-
ation, Fr. McTavish said that the 
person getting vaccinated might 
help protect others from contract-
ing the virus, particularly people at 
increased risk of severe illness from 
COVID-19.

Fr Clarence pointed out that the 
challenge in prioritising between the 
quality of life and the sanctity of life 
is to constantly remember, ‘first do 
no harm’, as it is hard to hold onto 
the sacredness of life. 

“One of the beautiful things of 
the Catholic faith is not just lighting 
candles but the doctrinal teaching on 
life, the Church has been proactive, 
casting a light on these conundrums 
of life,” Fr McTavish said. 

He added that it is important to 
look first at the acceptability of using 
such vaccines and the conditions the 
Church attaches to their use, then the 
issue of conscientious objection.

Both the priests said that all Chris-
tians have positive obligations of 
charity and solidarity with others, 
especially those at greatest risk of 
serious disease, as the documents 
rightly insist.

When the topic of ethical decision 
making on vaccinations was brought 
up, Fr McTavish said, Catholics may 
morally use the vaccines, but they 
are also free to refuse them for rea-
sons of conscience or caution. 

He urged people to search for the 
right information and to always be 
well-informed, not only depending 

on social media but, most impor-
tantly, to know the teachings and 
doctrines of the Church. 

In the almost 90-minute chat ses-
sion, Dr Gopalan  described concise-
ly the process of vaccine production 
and how it aims to create an antibody 
response in the body that may not 
only prevent those around us from 
getting the virus but may also be a 
possible hope to protect ourselves 
from a future infection. 

These vaccines, she said, are seen 
as the best hope in the current global 
situation for halting the pandemic.

She explained briefly about the 
manufacturing of the vaccines that 
have been authorised by the US Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) for 
emergency use due the urgent need 
globally. 

Dr Gopalan advised people to 
source views of those involved with 
the provision of COVID-19 data 
and information and COVID-19 

vaccines, which can also be found 
at https://www.cdc.gov/ and https://
www.fda.gov/.

Drawing the conversation back 
to Church teachings, Fr McTavish 
spoke extensively on the essence of 
the moral dilemma that many Catho-
lics have if these magisterial docu-
ments are to be taken at face value. 

As anything produced in haste 
always stirs suspicions, the Scottish 
Catholic priest said, “Where there 
are no other vaccines available, it 
is morally acceptable to take these 
tainted vaccines.” 

He assured us that these COV-
ID-19 vaccines do not contain the 
aborted foetus cell. 

He said that the Vatican’s doctrinal 
office, the Congregation for the Doc-
trine of the Faith (CDF), has deter-
mined that it is “morally acceptable” 
for Catholics to take these vaccines 
against the COVID-19 Virus. 

Fr McTavish recommended those 

who are seeking for more in-depth 
information on the origins of vac-
cines to gain a better understanding 
of the value of life and identify poli-
cies to look at https://lozierinstitute.
org/. 

They all agreed that although the 
issue of tainted vaccines is a signifi-
cant concern, it also entails various 
other issues that involve a country’s 
economy, accessibility, and distribu-
tion of vaccines, especially in poor 
countries.

Fr Clarence agreed and responded 
that, ‘the whole principle of human 
solidarity calls us for a reflection’, 
as the Church emphasises the ‘com-
mon good’ and not just the concern 
on one’s health but on the health of 
other’s too. 

He also reminded listeners of 
the two Notes issued by the Vati-
can COVID-19 Commission last 
year; Morality of Using Some Anti 
COVID-19 Vaccines, issued on De-
cember 21, 2020 and Vaccine for all. 
20 points for a fairer and healthier 
world, issued on December 29, 
2020. 

As the vaccines against COV-
ID-19 become available, it is criti-
cally important that Catholics and 
others have an accurate understand-
ing of how these vaccines may be 
viewed from the perspective of 
Catholic moral teaching and tradi-
tion. Although no one is morally 
obligated, Fr Clarence said, it is very 
important to be well informed prior 
to making the decision on whether to 
be vaccinated or not. — By Melissa 
Fernando

Recollection for catechists Mill Hill School gets RM2.5million 
for restoration works

A session of Catholics on COVID-19 vaccines on Catholics at Home.

The catechists participate in a Virtual Recollection.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJyVoA81JIw&t=1568s
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Lenten Campaign 2021

In preparation for Lent, the Lenten Campaign Committee has prepared 
a series of reflections themed on ecology which focus on “electric-

ity, throw away culture and consuming less meat” in partnership with the 
Creation Justice Commission in conjunction with the Season of Creation.  
Live Simply! That Others May Simply Live! will be the theme for our Lenten 
Campaign 2021. 

We have taken the approach this time around to make the BECs our plat-
form for disseminating the Lenten reflection materials. The materials are 
meant to be used in a group setting like BECs, ministries or family gatherings 
(when and where possible or online) and can be used for personal reflection 
as well. 

The first series was sent out in January. The second series will be sent out 
this month and the third series in March.

Lenten Blessing by Archbishop Julian Leow
Lenten Campaign: Catholic social teaching (Online Link)
Reaching out to the Poor: Preparing Sustainable Meals 
(Video Premiere) 
Safeguarding Creation: Advocating Conservation 
(Session – Google Meet) 
Struggling in Slience? AHMM is here for you 
(Session & Online Signature Campaign)
(Google Meet/Live) 
Movie Reflection: Connecting Experiences 
(Session – Google Meet) 
Sacred Space Prayer: Holy Week Preparation (Live Streaming)

Feb 17 (Ash Wednesday) 
Feb 21 (Sun) 
Feb 28 (Sun, 8.00pm) 

Mar 7 (Sun, 8.00pm)

Mar 14 (Sun, 8.00pm)

Mar 21 (Sun, 8.00pm)

Mar 28 (Sun, 8.00pm)

TV.ArchKL.org
lent.aohd.org 
TV.ArchKL.org

TV.ArchKL.org

TV.ArchKL.org

TV.ArchKL.org

TV.ArchKL.org

Weekly Online Programmes

January February March

KL Archdiocese: Live Hope – Self, Family and Community

The theme for the Lenten Campaign 2021 
is Live Hope – Self, Family and Commu-

nity. For the Lenten Campaign and beyond, the 
theme urges us to firmly hold on to HOPE in 
the face of severe unprecedented challenges to 
both social and mental health brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and pandemic-related 
realities.

This HOPE has to be actively lived and 
shared at three levels: Self, Family and Com-
munity.

ACTION FOCUS
The Action Focus for the Lenten Campaign 
2021 is Sustainable Choices Are the New Nor-
mal.

This ‘sustainability’ focus is drawn from 
Catholic Social Teaching, which has been en-

gagingly captured 
and adapted in the 
book DOCAT, short 
for ‘Do’ Catechism. 
DOCAT answers 
the question “What 
to do?” The Action 
Focus has been de-
rived and adapted 
from DOCAT 
chapter 10: Safeguarding Creation.

The concept and model of ‘sustainability’ 
is the new way of thinking – the old or previ-
ous way was to consume without regard to the 
consequences of consumption. Sustainability is 
not a fashion – it is the only way in which we 
can authentically care for ourselves, for future 
generations, and for all of Creation. Accord-

ingly, our choices, decisions and preferences 
for consumption of the Earth’s resources must 
be sustainable – this is the new normal way of 
Christian living.

This Action Focus highlights the need to ac-
tively work to initiate, change or maintain prac-
tices that promote a culture of sustainability – 
in our consumption and in our relationships.

‘Sustainable choices’ enable us to recognise 
that there are alternatives and options in the 
way we consume – and that we must always go 
for the option that safeguards Creation.

Through the theme (Hope) and Action Fo-
cus (Sustainable Choices) of this Lenten 
Campaign, we re-commit to building God’s 
Kingdom in the six main areas of our lives: 
Personal, Family, BEC, Workplace or School, 
Community and Nation.

Will you Hold My Hand? – Special Needs Ministry
More Alike Than Different – Migrants-Refugees 
Ministry

Jan 30 
Live Hope 
– Lenten 
Campaign 2021 
Programmes, 
AOHD plans & 
projects

Malacca Johore Diocese: Live Simply! 
That Others May Simply Live!

Moderate Consumption — Electricity Moderate Consumption — Eating less meat Care for Creation (Eighth work of Mercy)

Ninety per cent of electricity in Malaysia is generated 
from burning fossil fuels like oil, coal, and natural 

gas which contributes to a huge proportion of greenhouse 
gases the cause of global warming and climate change.

What is the rating you have given yourself in ‘moder-
ate consumption of electricity’ and why did you give 
yourself this rating?
What specific action can you take immediately that 
will improve your rating?

Evaluation and Action

Compulsory fasting and abstinence during Lent tradi-
tionally mark Catholic identity. It also helps link the 

Church with its social mission to work for justice for the 
poor. This penitential practice is also one of the critical 
steps toward promoting a more sustainable lifestyle.

According to the UN Food and Agriculture Organisa-
tion, eating meat contributes to more greenhouse gases to 
the atmosphere than either transportation or industry. Some 
experts say that at least 51 per cent of human-caused green-
house gas is livestock originated, with cows being the big-
gest offenders.

What is the rating you have given yourself in ‘moderate 
consumption of meat’ and why did you give yourself this 
rating?
What specific action can you take immediately that will 
improve your rating? e.g. switching to a more plant-based 
diet three days a week, or on alternate days. Help others in 
your community to change their diets as well, e.g. hosting 
a vegetarian potluck and small group reflections.

Evaluation and Action

Pope Francis declared 
“Care of Creation” the 

eighth Work of Mercy on 
September 1, 2016. Noting 
that human life includes care 
for our common home, the 
Pope said: “Let me propose a 
complement to the two tradi-
tional sets of seven: may the 
works of mercy also include care for our common home.

As a corporal work of mercy, care for our common 
home requires “simple daily gestures which break with the 
logic of violence, exploitation and selfishness” and “makes 
itself felt in every action that seeks to build a better world.”

Share an example or two of what you have done to 
care for the environment.
What other specific action can you take immediately 
that will improve the environment?

Evaluation and Action

Feb 20
Mar 6 

Online sharing of Lenten Campaign 
and AOHD projects on Catholics at Home 
(www.youtube.com/catholicsathome) 
at 10.30am.

1.

2.

1.

2.
1.

2.

(The Star photo/Eats, Shoots & Roots)

l Turn to Page 14 for the Pope’s Lenten Message

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPVl-6uyBI9-a1XKz4hbHEg
https://aohd.org/index.php/aohd/69-lenten-campaign-2021


Pastoral Letter on the Morality 
of COVID-19 Vaccinations
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

On the morning of Tuesday Feb 2, 2021 the 
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, I pre-
sented myself at the National Centre for Infec-
tious Diseases, and at 9.00am I was inoculated 
with my first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
My second dose is scheduled later this month.

I have been asked if it is morally acceptable 
to receive a vaccine that has been created with 
the use of morally compromised cell-lines that 
are derived from the cells of aborted human 
foetuses. The Catholic Medical Guild has 
drawn up a clear explanation in a Question 
and Answer format which I fully endorse and 
which is summarised as follows:

1. What are cell-lines? And in particu-
lar, what are these foetal cell-lines we 
hear about in the context of vaccine 
production?
Foetal cell-lines are biological products 
multiplied from cells extracted from foe-
tuses aborted in the 1960s and 1970s. The 
original cells of the foetuses no longer ex-
ist. These cell-lines are not used as ingre-
dients in vaccines, but function as a kind 
of ‘biological soil’ in which a vaccine is 
developed. Therefore, while the original 
production of these cell-lines involved a 
grave moral wrongdoing, the connection 
of today’s vaccines to the original abor-
tions is fairly remote.

2. Is it morally permissible to get vac-
cines that make use of aborted foetal 
cell-lines?
The only vaccines available to us are de-
veloped or tested using these foetal cell-

lines – none were produced using these 
cell-lines. The Church therefore takes the 
position that, for ordinary citizens like 
us, who are not scientists or researchers 
involved in the design, production or test-
ing of the vaccines, our connection with 
the past wrongdoing of abortion is so dis-
tant that it is morally acceptable for us to 
use such vaccines if no ethically-obtained 
vaccines are available, and if we have 
sufficiently serious or grave reasons.

3. What would count as a sufficiently 
grave reason?
Examples might include: if you are in a 
vulnerable category susceptible to con-
tracting COVID-19, or are caring for 

elderly parents or residents in a nursing 
home and the consequence of not being 
vaccinated and getting infected would 
be very serious, or if vaccinations are re-
quired to help build herd immunity and 
end the epidemic.
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, God has 

given us the gift of life. We all have a moral 
duty to protect our health, and a similar moral 
duty to pursue the common good of the health 
of everyone in society. Vaccination seems to 
be the best means available to us now to pre-
vent the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Stopping or slowing a pandemic which has 
already killed over two million people world-
wide is a sufficiently grave reason to get vac-
cinated, even if the vaccine derives from mor-

ally compromised cell-lines.
The authorities, frontline health workers, 

medical personnel, service providers and car-
egivers, and not forgetting our hard-working 
and dedicated volunteer safety officers in our 
churches, have all been working tirelessly and 
fearlessly to stem the tide of the virus. We 
owe them all an enormous debt of gratitude 
for their selfless sacrifice in protecting us and 
our nation.

I would encourage all the faithful to get 
vaccinated for the greater good of the commu-
nity. If however, after careful consideration of 
the Church’s position on the matter and tak-
ing into account your personal health condi-
tions, you discern that, for medical reasons or 
reasons of conscience, you are unable to get 
vaccinated, then I implore you to do all you 
can to wear masks, sanitise your hands, ensure 
safe-distancing and always take the requisite 
safety measures to avoid transmitting the virus 
to others, especially those who cannot be vac-
cinated for medical or other reasons, and those 
who are the most vulnerable among us.

In this 200th anniversary year of the Church 
in Singapore, may we all be inspired by the 
courage and faith of the first missionaries to 
rise up in solidarity with our fellow men and 
women to conquer this COVID-19 scourge 
together. Let us love God by praying unceas-
ingly and surrendering everything into His 
hands, and love our neighbour by doing what 
is right.

Most Rev William Goh
Archbishop of Singapore

February 3, 2021

KUALA LUMPUR: The Bishops of Malaysia 
released a pastoral letter on COVID-19, Vac-
cines and Immunisation on Feb 4, the Interna-
tional Day of Human Fraternity.

In Part I - Catholic Social Teaching: Ac-
countability, Accessibility and Unity, the bish-
ops are encouraging the faithful to read the two 
recent documents issued from the Vatican.

In Part II - Catholic Moral Teaching: COV-
ID-19 Vaccines, the bishops address some key 
questions relating to the ethical issues concern-
ing the vaccines in the light of Catholic moral 
teaching.

The bishops end the letter by acknowledg-
ing that “we are all in the same boat, all of us 
fragile and disoriented”, but we are not without 
hope.
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VATICAN: People can be confident that the 
approved COVID-19 vaccines are safe and 
ethical and that receiving the vaccine is an ex-
pression of solidarity and our responsibility to 
work for the common good.

The worldwide commitment of many sci-
entists and public and private institutions, the 
availability of scientific knowledge in the vi-
rological and oncological fields, the relevant 
funding and the reduction of certain bureau-
cratic steps have all made it possible to have 
tested vaccines in a few months, vaccines that 
are safe and approved by the competent au-
thorities.

Real protection
By vaccinating a large number of people now, 
it will be possible to offer real protection while 
subsequently studying the duration of immu-
nity to define future protocols more accurately. 
This whole process has been the subject of 
ethical reflection, including by the Catholic 
Church, considering the entire “life cycle” of 
the vaccine from its production to its approval, 
through to its distribution and administration.

Ethical criteria for priority
The note of the COVID-19 Vatican Commis-
sion, “Vaccine for All: 20 Points for a Fairer 
and Healthier World,” was published Dec 29, 
2020, in collaboration with the Pontifical Acad-
emy for Life.

As the title states, it is essential and urgent 
that approved vaccines are made available in 
every part of the world, including in the poorest 
and most remote areas. It is also necessary to 
define the priorities for administering the vac-
cine.

There is a general agreement in many coun-

tries to start with medical staff and health care 
operators and nursing homes for the elderly 
and then proceed with other subjects engaged 
in essential public services (law enforcement, 
schools) and with the more vulnerable and 
fragile groups of people.

It is necessary to define ethical and organisa-
tional criteria, with actions at an international 
and local level, to facilitate this universal ac-
cess to vaccines, avoiding a situation in which 
the richer countries create a sort of reserve of 
large quantities of vaccines, leaving poor coun-
tries with fewer and later vaccination possibili-
ties. This is a commitment that fits into the per-
spective of Pope Francis’ encyclical “Fratelli 
Tutti, on Fraternity and Social Friendship.”

What to do as a Church
On a personal level, as individual believers and 
as Christian communities, to get vaccinated 
can be recognised as a moral responsibility 
to protect one’s health and that of others, es-
pecially those unable to do so due to the pres-
ence of other pathologies, and to help achieve 
a sufficient “herd immunity” to safeguard all 
subjects.

It should be recalled also that falling ill with 
COVID-19 leads to an increase in hospital ad-
missions and the consequent overloading — 
and even possible collapse — of health care 
systems, hindering access to health facilities 
for other patients with often equally or more 
serious conditions.

There is a responsibility to practice real soli-
darity, in the light of that “we” on which Pope 
Francis strongly insists because, by vaccina-
tion, we save ourselves together. The relation-
ship between personal health and public health 
creates an interdependence and a deep bond 

that must be taken care of by all of us.

The duty to get correct information
Caring for oneself and for others is a moral 
commitment and, as Pope Francis said, “Eve-
ryone must take the vaccine.” On the other 
hand, it is also important to inquire, possibly 
by talking to your doctor, to resolve doubts and 
overcome unjustified prejudices and fears.

An atmosphere of trust in scientists and doc-
tors and an attitude of participation and hope 
would help to practically express that solidar-
ity that will help all of us to come out of the 
pandemic together soon. — By Msgr Renzo 
Pegoraro, CNS
l Msgr Renzo Pegoraro is chancellor of the 
Pontifical Academy for Life.

Vaccines are safe

An Israeli man gets vaccinated against the 
COVID-19 coronavirus at Clalit Health 
Services center in the ultra-Orthodox city of 
Bnei Brak, near Tel Aviv on December 21, 
2020. (UCA News photo/Gil Cohen-Magen)

Health officers conduct the COVID-19 antigen 
rapid test. (MalayMail/Choo Choy May)

Malaysian Bishops 
issue pastoral letter on 
COVID-19, Vaccines 
and Immunisation

cAtholic Bishops’ 
conference 
mAlAysiA

(Archbishop William Goh facebook/Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth Singapore)

l Click here for the full text of the pastoral letter.

Source: https://www.catholic.sg/

http://www.heraldmalaysia.com/news/cbcm-pastoral-letter-on-covid-19-vaccines-and-immunisation/57853/5
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YANGON: Dozens of people in 
Yangon and Mandalay banged pots 
and pans and sounded car horns in 
a show of public resistance to My-
anmar’s military coup.

The campaign, led by pro-de-
mocracy activists, urged people 
across the country to make a noise 
at 8.00pm on Feb 2 and to shout for 
the release of civilian leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi and an end to dicta-
torship.

According to Myanmar’s cul-
ture, beating a drum helps to drive 
away devils or bad karma.

Starting from Feb 3, doctors and 
nurses in several hospitals across 
the country, including Yangon, 
Mandalay and Naypyitaw, are tak-
ing part in the civil disobedience 
campaign as a peaceful protest 
against the military junta.

“We will only follow and obey 
orders from our democratically 
elected government,” said a state-
ment from medics.

Several doctors at government-
run and private hospitals and clin-
ics posted on Facebook that they 
would stand together with people 
taking part in the civil disobedi-
ence campaign.

The public movement followed 
Suu Kyi’s call on Facebook for 
people to resist the coup through 
civil disobedience.

Win Htein, a patron of Suu Kyi’s 
National League for Democracy 
(NLD) party, said on Feb 2 that all 
the people who voted for the NLD 
in the 2020 election should follow 
her instructions.

A close aide of Suu Kyi blasted 
the coup as being not smart and 
courageous but motivated by pow-
er and personal interest.

“While people are struggling for 
their lives during the COVID-19 
pandemic, they [the military] have 
seized power, which will delay 
vaccinations, damage the economy 
and bring condemnation from the 
world,” he said.

On Feb 2, the NLD called for 
the release of all detainees includ-
ing State Counsellor Suu Kyi and 
President Win Myint and to respect 
the 2020 election result.

It declared that the Feb 1 coup 
violated the constitution and de-
nied the rights of citizens.

Suu Kyi has remained under 
house arrest in Naypyitaw, while 
elected lawmakers, who had been 

confined to a government-run com-
pound with tight security since Feb 
1, were released on Feb 2 and told 
to return to their homes, according 
to local media reports.

Military chief Min Aung Hlaing, 
who has appointed himself head of 
a new cabinet, said at its first meet-
ing on Feb. 2 that the coup was 

inevitable due to civilian leaders’ 
failure to resolve election fraud 
warnings by the military.

The military has declared a one-
year state of emergency and said 
it would hold new elections once 
allegations of voting fraud were 
resolved. It said it would return 
power to the winner without giving 

a specific time frame.
The coup has brought strong 

condemnation from the United Na-
tions and countries including the 
US, Britain and Japan.

Myanmar’s situation was dis-
cussed in a closed-door meeting 
of the 15-member United Nations 
Security Council, but the meeting 
failed to agree on condemning the 
coup, according to media reports.

Myanmar’s ally China, which 
has veto powers, has always 
shielded the country from punitive 
UN actions.

Myanmar became one of the 
poorest nations in the world due to 
decades-long military rule. In 2011, 
it started a transition to democracy 
under political and economic re-
forms led by General Thein Sein.

Suu Kyi’s NLD won a resound-
ing victory in the 2015 elections 
when it trounced the military-
linked Union Solidarity and Devel-
opment Party (USDP) and led the 
new government in 2016.

The Nobel laureate and democ-
racy icon has remained popular 
across the country and the NLD 
won a second landslide victory last 
November. — ucanews.com

Anti-coup protest movement launches in Myanmar

Medical staff make a three-finger salute with red ribbons on their uniforms at 
Yangon General Hospital on Feb 3 as a civil disobedience campaign gathers 
pace following the military coup that detained civilian leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi. (UCA News photo)

My dear friends,
I write these lines as a spiritual 

leader, empathising with the senti-
ments of millions of people at this 
moment. I write to my dear people, 
the civilian leaders, the Tatmadaw 
(Myanmar armed forces), the NLD 
leaders and the international com-
munity. 

I have watched with sadness the 
moments of darkness in our history 
and watched with hope the resilience 
of our people in their struggle for dig-
nity. We are journeying through the 
most challenging times of our history.  

I write with love towards all, seek-
ing a durable solution, praying for an 
end forever to the periodic darkness 
that envelops our dear nation.

To my dearest people of 
Myanmar
I share deep fellowship with all of 
you in this moment as you grapple 
with the unexpected, shocking events 
that are unfolding in our country. I 
appeal to each one of you, stay calm, 
never engage in violence. We have 
shed enough blood. Let no more 
blood be shed in this land.

Even at this most challenging 
moment, I believe that peace is pos-
sible, peace is the only way. There 
are always non-violent ways for ex-
pressing our protests. The unfolding 
events are the result of a sad lack of 
dialogue and communication and the 
airing of diverse views.  

Let us not continue to hate at this 
moment when we struggle for dig-
nity and truth. Let all community and 
religious leaders pray for and animate 
communities towards a peaceful re-
sponse to these events. Pray for all, 

pray for everything, avoiding occa-
sions of provocation.

We are living through a time of 
pandemic. Our courageous health 
workers have saved many lives. We 
understand your pain. Some have re-
signed as a protest, but I plead with 
you, do not abandon your people in 
this time of need.

To our Tatmadaw general and 
the Tatmadaw family
The world has reacted with shock and 
agony to what has happened. When, 
in 2015, a peaceful transition to an 
elected government was effected by 
the army, that won the admiration of 
the world. Today the world tries to 
understand what went wrong in the 
following years. Was there a lack of 
dialogue between the elected civilian 
authorities and the Tatmadaw?

We have seen so much pain and 
conflict. Seven decades of shedding 
blood and the use of violence brought 
no results. You all promised peace 
and genuine democracy. Democracy 
was the streak of hope for solving the 
problems of this once rich country. 
This time, millions voted for democ-
racy. Our people believe in the peace-
ful transfer of power.

Now the Tatmadaw has unilater-
ally taken over. This has shocked the 
world and the people of Myanmar. 
Allegations of voting irregularities 

could have been solved by dialogue 
in the presence of neutral observers. 
A great opportunity was lost. Many 
leaders of the world have condemned 
and will condemn this shocking 
move.

Now you promise greater democ-
racy — after an investigation and 
another election. Myanmar people 
are tired of empty promises. They 
will never accept any fake protesta-
tion. You also promise to hold mul-
tiparty elections after one year. How 
will you gain the trust of our people? 
They will trust only when words are 
matched by sincere actions.

Their anguish and disappointment 
must be understood. Your actions 
need to prove that you love them, 
care for them. Once again, I plead 
with you, treat them with great digni-
ty and peace. Let there be no violence 
against our dear people of Myanmar.

Sadly, the elected representatives 
of our people belonging to the Na-
tional League for Democracy (NLD) 
are under arrest. So are many writers, 
activists and youth. I urge you to re-
spect their rights and release them at 

the earliest. They are not prisoners of 
war; they are prisoners for political 
reasons within a democratic process. 
You promise democracy; start with 
releasing them. The world will un-
derstand you.

To Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and 
President U Win Myint and all 
our beloved leaders
Dear NLD leaders, you are in this 
plight due to your unending strug-
gle to bring democracy to this nation. 
The unexpected turn of events has 
made you prisoners. We pray for you 
and urge all concerned to release you 
at the earliest.

Dear Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, you 
have lived for our people, sacrificed 
your life for our people. You will be 
always the voice of our people. These 
are painful days. You have known 
darkness, you have known light in 
this nation. You are not only the fa-
vourite daughter of the father of the 
nation, General Aung San. You are 
Amay Suu to the nation. Truth will 
prevail. God is the ultimate arbiter 
of truth. But God waits. At this mo-
ment, I offer my personal sympathies 
for your plight and pray that you may 
once again walk amidst your people, 
raising their spirits.

At the same time, I wish to con-
firm that this incident has taken place 
due to a lack of dialogue and com-
munication and a lack of acceptance 
of one another. Please listen to oth-
ers.

To the international 
community
We are grateful for your concern 
and appreciate your sense of shock. 

We are grateful for your compas-
sionate accompaniment at this mo-
ment. It matters a lot. 

But history has painfully shown 
that abrupt conclusions and judg-
ments ultimately do not benefit our 
people. Sanctions and condemna-
tions brought few results; rather, 
they closed doors and shut out dia-
logue.

These hard measures have proved 
a great blessing to those superpow-
ers that eye our resources. We beg 
you to not force concerned people 
into bartering our sovereignty. The 
international community needs to 
deal with the reality, understanding 
well Myanmar’s history and politi-
cal economy. Sanctions risk collaps-
ing the economy, throwing millions 
into poverty. Engaging the actors in 
reconciliation is the only path.

What has happened is painful. 
It has shattered our people. I write 
this with a desire to console them,  
not as a politician. I believe all the 
stakeholders in this country wish 
the best for our people. I write with 
prayers and hope that this great na-
tion, this golden land of a graceful 
people, will enter the global stage 
as a reconciled community of hope 
and peace. Let us solve all disputes 
through dialogue.

Peace is possible. Peace is the 
only way. Democracy is the only 
light to that path.

l Cardinal Charles Maung Bo 
is the archbishop of Yangon, 
president of the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of Myanmar, president 
of the Federation of Asian Bishops’ 
Conferences.

Cardinal Bo: Let no more 
blood be shed in Myanmar

This is a message from 
Cardinal Charles Maung Bo 

to the people of Myanmar 
and the international 

community following the 
Feb. 1 military coup in the 

Southeast Asian nation
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Vatican doctrinal office is 
‘no longer the Inquisition’ 

VATICAN: Established almost 500 
years ago, the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith is no longer 
“the Inquisition” — rather, its main 
focus is handing down the teachings 
of the apostles, said the office’s pre-
fect.

“Our mission is to promote and 
protect the doctrine of the faith. It is 
a task that will always be necessary 
for the church, which has the duty 
to transmit the teaching of the apos-
tles to the next generation,” Cardinal 
Luis Ladaria Ferrer, congregation 
prefect, said Feb 1.

Called the Sacred Roman and 
Universal Inquisition when it was 
instituted in 1542, the congregation 

was initially a tribunal exclusively 
for cases of heresy and schism, but 
soon its responsibilities were ex-
panded to include “everything re-
lating directly or indirectly to faith 
and morals,” according to the con-

gregation’s website.
Of the many people examined in 

the early days, the one mentioned 
most often is Italian scientist Galileo 
Galilei, who was found “vehemently 
suspect of heresy.” St John Paul II is-
sued a declaration in 1992 recognis-
ing the error of Galileo’s trial.

The Index of Forbidden Books 
was originally entrusted to the Inqui-
sition until it became its own congre-
gation for three centuries until 1917 
when its duties were again handed 
back to the Sacred Congregation of 
the Holy Office — the Inquisition’s 
new name after it was reorganised by 
Pope Pius X in 1908.

It was again reformed in 1965 by 

St Paul VI and renamed the Sacred 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith. The Index of Forbidden Books 
was also abrogated.

Cardinal Ladaria said, “The past of 
our congregation still weighs heavily, 
since we have not always acknowl-
edged the profound changes that 
have taken place in the church and 
in the Roman Curia in recent times.”

“We are no longer the Inquisition; 
the index no longer exists,” he said.

“What was called the ‘concern for 
correct doctrine’ came about before 
the Holy Office, it already existed 
in the New Testament” and it can be 
seen in the many councils and synods 
held since, he added.

“Certainly, the concrete way of 
carrying out this task has changed 
over the course of the centuries and 
we can imagine that it will continue 
to change,” the cardinal said. “But 
the concern for fidelity to the doc-
trine of the apostles will always re-
main.”

According to the office’s website, 
the methods used for doctrinal ex-
amination were updated in the 1965 
reforms, emphasising that “over the 
punitive tendency of condemnation, 
the positive disposition of correcting 
from the errors, together with protec-
tion, preservation and promotion of 
the faith, prevailed.” — By Carol 
Glatz, CNS

Cardinal Luis Ladaria Ferrer

Without liturgy, Christianity is without the whole of Christ
VATICAN: Pope Francis said that it 
is essential for Christians to partici-
pate in the liturgy and the sacraments 
to encounter the Real Presence of 
Jesus.

“Every time we celebrate a bap-
tism, or consecrate the bread and 
wine in the Eucharist, or anoint the 
body of a sick person with Holy Oil, 
Christ is here. It is He who acts and is 
present as when He healed the weak 
limbs of a sick person, or when at the 
Last Supper, He delivered His testa-
ment for the salvation of the world,” 
Pope Francis said at his general audi-
ence on Feb 3. 

“A Christianity without liturgy, I 
would dare say is perhaps a Chris-
tianity without Christ, without the 
whole of Christ,” the Pope said.

Speaking via live-stream from the 
library of the Vatican’s Apostolic 
Palace, Pope Francis underlined the 
necessity of the Sacraments in the 
life of a Christian.

“In Christian life, the corporeal 
and material sphere may not be dis-
pensed with, because in Jesus Christ 
it became the way of salvation … 

Therefore, there is no Christian spir-
ituality that is not rooted in the cel-
ebration of the holy mysteries,” the 
Pope said.

He then quoted the Catechism, 
which states: “The mission of Christ 
and of the Holy Spirit proclaims, 
makes present, and communicates 
the mystery of salvation, which is 
continued in the heart that prays.”

In the history of Christianity, there 
has often been a temptation to em-
phasise one’s individual prayer over 
the spiritual importance of public li-
turgical rites, the Pope explained. 

“Often this tendency claimed the 
presumed greater purity of a religi-
osity that did not depend on external 
ceremonies, considered a useless or 
harmful burden,” he said.

However, the liturgy is the foun-
dational act of the Christian experi-
ence, he said. “It is an event … it is 
presence, it is an encounter. It is an 
encounter with Christ.”

“Christ makes himself present in 
the Holy Spirit through the sacra-
mental signs: hence the need for us 
as Christians to participate in the di-

vine mysteries,” Pope Francis said.
When the first Christians wor-

shiped, they did so by “actualis-
ing the gestures and words of Jesus 
with the light and power of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

“St Paul writes in the Letter to 
the Romans: ‘I therefore urge you, 
brothers, by the mercy of God, to of-
fer your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God; this is 
your spiritual worship.’ Life is called 

to become worship of God, but this 
cannot happen without prayer, espe-
cially liturgical prayer,” he said.

“This thought helps us all when 
we go to Mass: I go to pray in com-
munity, I go to pray with Christ who 
is present. When we go to the cele-
bration of a Baptism, for example, it 
is Christ there, present, who baptises. 
‘But, Father, this is an idea, a way 
of speaking?’ No, it is not a way of 
speaking. Christ is present and in the 
liturgy, you pray with Christ who is 
next to you.”

The Pope’s comments come at a 
time when public worship remains 
suspended in some parts of the world 
due to the ongoing coronavirus pan-
demic.

Pope Francis noted that even dur-
ing times when Christians experience 
imprisonment or persecution, when 
the liturgical rite is at its most bare, 
“Christ makes himself truly present 
and gives himself to his faithful.”

“The liturgy, precisely because of 
its objective dimension, asks to be 
celebrated with fervour, so that the 
grace poured out in the rite is not 

dispersed but reaches the experience 
of each one. The Catechism explains 
very well: ‘Prayer interiorises and as-
similates the Liturgy during and after 
its celebration,’” he said.

Francis said that “certain forms 
of spirituality can be found in the 
Church which have not been able 
to adequately integrate the liturgical 
moment. Many faithful, although as-
siduously participating in the rites, 
especially at Sunday Mass, have 
drawn nourishment for their faith 
and their spiritual life rather from 
other sources, of a devotional type.” 

He continued: “In recent decades, 
much has been done. The constitu-
tion Sacrosanctum concilium, of the 
Second Vatican Council, represents a 
pivotal point on this long journey. It 
reaffirms in a complete and organic 
way the importance of the divine lit-
urgy for the life of Christians, who 
find in it that objective mediation re-
quired by the fact that Jesus Christ is 
not an idea, not a feeling, but a living 
Person, and his Mystery, a histori-
cal event.” — By Courtney Mares, 
CNA

Tens of thousands of farmers have 
gathered at the outskirts of Delhi 
from November 26 last year pro-
testing against the three contentious 
farm laws: The Farmers (Empower-
ment and Protection) Agreement of 
Price Assurance and Farm Services 
Bill, The Essential Commodities Act 
(Amendment) Bill and the Farm-
ers' Produce Trade and Commerce 
(Promotion and Facilitation) Bill. All 
these three bills have made Indian 
farmers, most of whom own less 
than one acre even more vulnerable 
by giving the levers of power to the 
big agri-business companies.

The newly imposed farm laws are 
a blatant attack on Indian democracy 
by the present federal government 
run by Shri Narendra Modi. The 
corporate-friendly federal govern-
ment neither had any consultations 
with the many farmer unions across 
India nor with the opposition parties 
in the Parliament. The central gov-
ernment unabashedly manipulating 
its majority in the lower house of 

Parliament and executed the bills. 
Further, by trespassing into a state 
subject, agriculture, this government 
has weakened the federal structure of 
the Indian Union.

Farmers camped at the protest 
sites while enduring the biting cold 
explain how these controversial farm 
laws, while exploiting them, will 
benefit the Corporates to make huge 
profits at the expense of their sweat 
and blood.

“The farm laws will impoverish us 
further and we will lose our lands,” 
they say. “We demand that these laws 
are repealed. Any postponement like 
‘freezing the laws for some months' 
is a deliberate attempt to weaken our 
movement,” affirm farmers in one 
voice.

Farmers stress that they have no le-
gal protection vis-a-vis the big agro-
business companies they are pitted 
against, if disputes arise. “Is it pos-
sible for a marginal farmer to fight 
the multinationals?” ask farmers. In 
addition, the government has given a 

free hand for these big companies to 
hoard foodstuff and make huge prof-
its. This step will push millions of 
poor people to abject poverty. More 
than seventy elderly farmers have 
died, unable to withstand the severe 
cold wave. The government has 
turned a blind eye on the suffering of 
the farmers and has turned stone deaf 
to their cries for justice.

‘Farm laws’ are yet another de-
liberate attempt to weaken Indian 
democracy. The right-wing Hindu-
tva groups’ dream of establishing an 
ethnic Hindu State would be possi-
ble only by replacing the sovereign, 
secular, democratic, socialist repub-
lic established by Constitution of 
India. Demonetization, the abolition 
of Article 370 of the Indian Consti-
tution, and enactment of Citizenship 
(Amendment Act) that discriminates 
people against one another in terms 
of religion are the other significant 
moves to destroy the Constitutional 
democracy of India.

It is in this context, that one finds 

the determination and courage of 
the farmers in the face of the brutal 
power of the government so remark-
able. They are fearless to speak the 
truth in the corridors of power. Their 
patience and perseverance are out-
standing. It is inspiring to see how 
thousands are fed in the camps by 
‘langar’ (community kitchens) and 
cleanliness and order are maintained 
everywhere.

In the protest sites one witnesses  
the cry of the vulnerable. “When 
they cry out to me, I will hear, for 
I am compassionate” (Exodus 22: 
27). God listens to the cry of the op-
pressed and stands with them in their 
struggle for justice.

The farmers are not seeking chari-
ty from the government or from their 
cronies. They demand their rights. 
We hope that the farmers who feed 
the nation will succeed in their strug-
gle for justice. We believe that God, 
who stands with the vulnerable, will 
lead them to victory.

We, the members of Indian Theo-

logical Association, firmly support 
the cause of the farmers and all those 
who strive relentlessly for peace 
founded on justice. We demand that 
the government listens to the voice 
of the poor and repeals these contro-
versial laws.

On behalf of Indian Theological 
Association,
Dr Vincent Kundukulam, 
President, ITA
Dr Kochurani Abraham, Vice 
President ITA
Dr Raj Irudaya SJ, Secretary, ITA
Dr Joy Pulikkan SDB, Treasurer, 
ITA
Dr Jacob Parappally MSFS, 
Member, Ex. Committee, ITA
Dr Davis Varayilan CMI, Member, 
Committee, ITA
Dr PT Mathew SJ, Member, Ex 
Committee, ITA
Dr Victor Edwin SJ, Member, Ex 
Committee, ITA

Indian Theological Association in solidarity with farmers’ struggle for justice

Pope said a Christianity without 
liturgy, I would dare say is perhaps a 
Christianity without Christ, without 
the whole of Christ. (CNA photo)
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A national episcopate is free, even obliged, to engage 
with and comment on the social and political issues of 

the country. But coupled with an estrangement from Fran-
cis it seems to revel in (an effort reaching dangerous levels 
over the past few years, especially with the attempted coup 
by Carlo Maria Viganò and his enablers in August 2018), 
the behaviour of the conference is cause for concern. 

The internal dysfunction is also troubling; the conference 
more closely resembles a federation of episcopal commit-
tees than an ecclesial body. 

Right now, the USCCB is pretty much the opposite of 
synodality and collegiality between brother bishops, and 
between the bishops and the Pope. Instead of behaving ec-
clesially, it has been behaving politically, and now it will be 
judged politically because it has lost the right to be judged 
ecclesially. On those terms, many Catholics (and non-Cath-
olics) in the United States automatically dismiss whatever 
the bishops now say.

In other words, it’s a crisis of legitimacy, which is a prob-
lem for US Catholicism but which also affects the Church 
as a whole. Pope Francis is not the only Church leader won-
dering what’s going on with the US hierarchy. 

Catholic leaders worldwide who were beginning to take 
notice years ago, now express their opinions about the 
USCCB publicly (for example, Mark Coleridge, president 
of the Australian bishops’ conference). 

On January 15, the Archbishop of Vienna, Cardinal 
Christoph Schönborn, released a statement about the as-
sault on the Capitol that was stronger than the appeals for 
peace coming from the USCCB. 

Shouldn’t the American hierarchy be concerned about, or 
at least be aware of, how the rest of the world is viewing its 
actions and behaviour?

Amid the talk for national reconciliation, we also need 
to talk about religious reconciliation; the two are linked. 
But reconciliation is unlikely with an episcopal conference 
that is openly in conflict with itself, and whose authority is 
openly challenged by some of its members. 

For a few years now, the minority of pro-Francis bishops, 
out-voted and outmanoeuvred, has largely given up on the 
idea of influencing the USCCB. As Robert Mickens recent-
ly noted: “Francis has been pope less than eight years, but 
none of the bishops he’s named have ever been elected to 
the top leadership posts in the USCCB.” 

There’s clearly a difference between being appointed by 
Pope Francis and being able to interpret Francis’ message 
at the institutional level of the US Catholic Church.

So where does that leave things? What needs to be ad-
dressed is the lack of vision. When was the last time the 
USCCB or a cardinal or an archbishop laid out an ecclesial 
and theological vision for the Church in this country for the 
long term? 

A vision that does not pretend to have the power to change 
legislation on social issues through episcopal statements; a 
vision that is not limited to this or that issue in the portfolio 
of this or that episcopal committee of the USCCB? 

US Catholicism could use a Joseph Bernardin right about 
now — just to limit ourselves to the episcopate. 

The Americanist crisis of the 1890s brought about an end 
to periodic national councils, weakened efforts for national 
pastoral projects, and stifled intellectual and theological 
reflection for more than half a century—an era that came 
to an end only with the convening of the Second Vatican 
Council. 

Let’s hope the next fifty years doesn’t repeat that history. 
— By Massimo Faggioli, Commonweal

Lots of Politics, 
Little Legitimacy

VATICAN: Pope Francis said that cat-
echists have the vital responsibility of 
leading others to a personal encounter 
with Jesus through prayer, the sacra-
ments, and Scripture.

“The kerygma is a person: Jesus 
Christ. Catechesis is a special space 
for fostering a personal encounter with 
Him,” Pope Francis said in the Clemen-
tine Hall of the Apostolic Palace Jan 30.

“There is no true catechesis without 
the testimony of men and women in 
flesh and blood. Who among us does not 
remember at least one of his catechists? 
I do. I remember the nun who prepared 
me for my First Communion and who 
was so good to me,” the Pope added.

Pope Francis held an audience with 
some of the members of the National 
Catechetical Office of the Italian Bish-
ops’ Conference at the Vatican.

He told the catechetical leaders that 
a catechist is a Christian who remem-
bers that the important thing is “not to 
talk about himself or herself, but to talk 
about God, about His love and fidelity.”

“Catechesis is the echo of the Word of 
God … to transmit the joy of the Gospel 
in life,” the Pope said.

“Sacred Scripture becomes the ‘en-
vironment’ in which we feel part of the 
same salvation history, encountering 
the first witnesses of faith. Catechesis is 
taking others by the hand and accompa-
nying them in this history. It inspires a 
journey, in which each person finds his 
or her own rhythm, because Christian 

life does not even out or standardise, but 
rather enhances the uniqueness of each 
child of God.”

Pope Francis recalled that St Paul VI 
had said that the Second Vatican Coun-
cil would be “the great catechism of the 
new times.”

The Pope went on to say that there is 
a problem today with “selectivity with 
respect to the Council.”

“The Council is the magisterium of the 
Church. Either you are with the Church 
and therefore you follow the Council, 
and if you do not follow the Council or 
you interpret it in your own way, as you 
wish, you are not with the Church. We 
must be demanding and strict on this 
point,” Pope Francis said.

“Please, no concessions to those who 
try to present a catechesis that does 
not agree with the Magisterium of the 

Church.”
The Pope called catechesis “an ex-

traordinary adventure” with the task of 
“reading the signs of the times and ac-
cepting present and future challenges.”

“Just as in the post-Council period 
the Italian Church was ready and able to 
embrace the signs and sensibilities of the 
times, so too today she is called to offer 
a renewed catechesis that inspires every 
area of pastoral care: charity, liturgy, 
family, culture, social life, economics,” 
he said.

“We must not be afraid to speak the 
language of the women and men of 
today. To speak a language that is out-
side the Church, yes, we must be afraid 
of that. [But] we must not be afraid to 
speak the language of the people,” Pope 
Francis said. — By Courtney Mares, 
CNA

Pope encourages catechists 
to lead others to a personal 
encounter with Jesus

Pope Francis receives an audience with the National Catechetical Office of the Italian 
Bishops’ Conference. Vatican Media/CNA.
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The second Catholic president of the 
United States is the first to hold of-

fice in the midst of an American intra-
Church crisis. John Kennedy never had 
to deal with the kind of conflict currently 
roiling the USCCB or the opposition of 
so many bishops to the papacy. But Joe 
Biden takes office just as the situation 
inside the US Catholic Church becomes 
reminiscent of the Americanist contro-
versy of the late nineteenth century. What 
divided the bishops then were the warn-
ings put forth by Leo XIII in Longinqua 
oceani (1895) and Testem benevolentiae 
(1899) — namely, admonitions against 
embracing the “American” models of 
religious liberty and separation of church 
and state. New York Archbishop John 
Corrigan sided with the pope, against St 
Paul Archbishop John Ireland and his al-
lies, whom Leo ultimately disavowed for 
their “Americanist” views. The split had 
long-term effects on the Church.

One of the things that divides the 
episcopate now is Biden himself. Many 
have criticised his Catholicism and are 
opposed to his presidency (just as they 
have criticised and opposed Pope Fran-
cis). But the critics also seem to fear the 
beginning of a social revolution — tak-
ing an apocalyptic view of the moment, 
seizing on issues of sexual morality and 
abortion in particular as an anchor of 

continuity with the past. What happened 
on January 20, the day of Biden’s inau-
guration, reveals the degree of ecclesial 
turmoil. A statement signed by USCCB 
President José Gomez, offering pro for-
ma congratulations to and prayers for 
the new US president and his adminis-
tration, quickly pivoted to abortion, once 
more highlighting it as the “preeminent 
priority.” The statement, which struck 
quite a different tone from the congratu-
latory message with which the USCCB 
welcomed Donald Trump four years 
ago — and from Pope Francis’s note of 
congratulations to Biden — would have 
appeared before Biden’s swearing in had 
the Vatican not intervened and delayed 
it. (One can only assume that the leader-
ship of the USCCB has a nostalgia for 
the Trump presidency that the Vatican 
and many US Catholics don’t.) Gomez’s 
statement drew quick and unprecedented 
condemnation from some of the con-
ference’s own members, most notably 
Chicago Cardinal Blase Cupich, who 
that afternoon tweeted: “Today, the US 
Conference of Catholic Bishops issued 
an ill-considered statement on the day 
of President Biden’s inauguration.” He 
went on to criticise not only the content 
but also the process by which the state-
ment had been crafted, reviewed, and 
released. Other bishops and cardinals, 

including Newark’s Joseph Tobin, were 
more discreetly critical.

No matter that the next day the USC-
CB issued formal statements prais-
ing Biden’s executive orders returning 
America to the Paris Agreement, rein-
stating DACA protections, and overturn-
ing Trump’s Muslim ban. The wrong 
note had already been struck, one far 
out of tune with the relief many people 
here and the world over, Catholic and 
non-Catholic, felt with the passing of the 
Trump presidency and its racism and po-
litical violence. San Diego Bishop Rob-
ert McElroy had days earlier condemned 
the January 6 assault against the Capitol 
as  “the logical trajectory of the last four 
years of President Trump’s leadership of 
our country.” But the January 20 state-
ment from the conference was one more 
indication that a number of US bishops 
are indifferent to what happened in this 
country under Trump, and saw no reason 
not to support him a second time.

How many other bishops will follow 
Cupich’s lead? For now, it seems not 
many, at least in public. But no matter the 
allegedly “thundering consensus” within 
the USCCB, the conference as a whole is 
out of step not only with the new presi-
dent, but also with many in the Catholic 
flock, as well as with the Vatican. — By 
Massimo Faggioli, Commonweal

The USCCB needs an ecclesial and 
theological vision
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VATICAN: The world must begin to realise 
its shared humanity in order to live peaceful-
ly, otherwise it risks falling apart in endless 
conflicts, Pope Francis said.

“Today, there is no time for indifference,” 
the Pope said Feb 4 at a virtual event com-
memorating the first International Day of 
Human Fraternity.

“We cannot wash our hands of it, with dis-
tance, with disregard, with contempt. Either 
we are brothers and sisters or everything falls 
apart. It is the frontier, the frontier on which 
we have to build; it is the challenge of our 
century, it is the challenge of our time,” he 
said.

The Pope was among several world and re-
ligious leaders who took part in the Feb 4 vir-
tual event, which was hosted in Abu Dhabi, 
United Arab Emirates, by Sheikh Moham-
med bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the crown prince.

Among those taking part in the online 
global meeting were Sheikh Ahmad el-
Tayeb, grand imam of al-Azhar University, 
and António Guterres, secretary-general of 
the United Nations.

The date chosen for the event marks the 
day in 2019 that Pope Francis and Sheikh 
el-Tayeb signed a document on promoting 
dialogue and “human fraternity” during his 
apostolic visit to the United Arab Emirates.

The Higher Committee of Human Frater-
nity was established after the Pope’s visit to 
implement concrete proposals toward fra-
ternity, solidarity and mutual understanding 
proposed in the document.

The event also 
included a presenta-
tion of the commit-
tee’s Zayed Award 
for Human Fra-
ternity to António 
Guterres (pic) and 
to Moroccan-born 
Latifa Ibn Ziaten.

Accepting the 

award, Guterres thanked Sheikh el-Tayeb 
and Pope Francis for “pushing humankind 
to come together in unity, in dialogue to pro-
mote peace, to promote fraternity, to promote 
the unity that is necessary to address all the 
challenges to defeat hate and to make sure 
that human solidarity wins the battles we are 
facing.”

Latifa Ibn Ziaten 
(pic) was honoured 
for her work in 
France in promoting 
peace and dialogue 
to young people who 
often fall prey to ex-
tremist ideology. Zi-
aten established the 
Imad Association for 
Youth and Peace, which she founded after 
her son, a French soldier, was murdered in 
2012 by a Muslim extremist in Toulouse.

Congratulating her for the award, the Pope 
said that despite the pain of losing a child, 
Ziaten risked her life to “dare to say, ‘We 
are brothers and sisters’ and to sow words of 
love.”

“Thank you being the mother of your 
son, of so many boys and girls; for being a 
mother of this humanity that is listening to 
you, learning from you the path of frater-

nity,” he said.
Thanking the pope and Sheikh el-Tayeb 

for the award, Ziaten said the recognition 
“will really help me in my fight, my work 
today.

“I lost a son, but today I reach out to many 
children. Today I’m a second mother to 
many children I saved in detention centres, 
in homes, in schools so they don’t fall into 
hatred,” she said.

In his address, the pope began by greeting 
participants as “sisters and brothers” and af-
fectionately greeted Sheikh el-Tayeb as “my 
brother, my friend, my companion in chal-
lenges and risks in the struggle for fraternity.”

The Pope thanked the grand imam “for his 
company on the path of reflection and the 
drafting” of the document on human frater-
nity.

“Your testimony helped me a lot because 
it was a courageous testimony. I know it was 
not an easy task. But with you we could do it 
together and help each other. The most beau-
tiful thing of all is that first desire of frater-
nity turned into true fraternity. Thank you, 
brother; thank you,” he said.

The Pope also thanked Judge Mohamed 
Mahmoud Abdel Salam, secretary-general of 
the Higher Committee of Human Fraternity, 
calling him “l’enfant terrible” of the project, 

a French expression meaning a successful 
person who uses unorthodox or innovative 
methods to achieve their goals.

The pope thanked Salam for his efforts and 
lauded him as “hardworking, full of ideas” 
and one “who helped us to move forward.”

Fraternity, he continued, not only means 
respecting and listening to others “with an 
open heart,” it also means remaining firm in 
one’s own convictions; otherwise “there is 
no true fraternity if one’s own convictions 
are negotiated.”

“We are brothers and sisters, born of the 
same father; with different cultures and tradi-
tions, but all brothers and sisters. And while 
respecting our different cultures and tradi-
tions, our different citizenships, we must 
build this fraternity, not negotiate it,” the 
pope said.

Pope Francis said the International Day of 
Human Fraternity was a moment of listen-
ing, of sincere acceptance and “of certainty 
that a world without brothers and sisters is a 
world of enemies.”

“It not only takes a war to make enemies,” 
the Pope said. “It is enough with that tech-
nique — it has become a technique — that 
attitude of looking the other way, of getting 
rid of the other as if he or she didn’t exist.” — 
By Junno Arocho Esteves, CNS

World must realise common humanity or fall apart

A screen capture Judge Mohammed Abdel Salam ,Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, Ahmad Al-Tayyeb  and Pope Francis on virtual meeting marking the 
International Day of Human Fraternity, Feb 4, 2021. (Vatican News youtube)

His Holiness Pope Francis, in his latest 
encyclical Fratelli Tutti (On Frater-
nity and Social Friendship, issued on 

October 3, 2020, put forth a concrete invita-
tion to the whole human family calling for 
fraternity and social friendship that concerns 
every man and woman, believer or non-
believer. The Holy Father proposes a vision 
where no one should face life in isolation but 
to work towards a single human family in 
which we are brothers and sisters.

In December of the same year (Dec 21), 
the United Nations General Assembly de-
clared Feb 4 as the International Day of Hu-
man Fraternity. This initiative, promoted by 
the United Nations, comes two years after 
the release in Abu Dhabi of the Document 
on Human Fraternity signed by Pope Fran-
cis and the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, Ahmad 
Al-Tayyib. Similar to the initiative of Pope 
Francis, the UN General Assembly adopted a 
resolution that was aimed at promoting inter-
religious and intercultural dialogue in achiev-
ing peace and stability as well as strengthen-
ing constructive dialogue across divergent 
perspectives. 

Together with the rest of the world, we 
Malaysians have been battling the COV-
ID-19 pandemic since March last year that 
has resulted in disruptions and hardships to 
every person, irrespective of religion, ethnic-

ity, status, or favour. On a day such as this, let 
us call to mind the spirit of fraternity that has 
prevailed in these months through the many 
people who worked tirelessly to care for and 
look out for one another. The catchphrase 
kita-jaga-kita that was coined truly encom-
passes what this day stands for.

It must be the vocation of every Catholic 
to model his or her actions according to the 
Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), who put 
aside all differences that may have existed 
and only saw a fellow human being in need. 
Our Catholic faith, which is founded on the 
two-fold commandment of love, finds ex-
pression in “the primacy given to relation-
ship, to the encounter with the sacred mys-

tery of the other, to universal communion 
with the entire human family” (Fratelli Tutti, 
277) – this is our vocation. In fact, “our love 
for others, for who they are, moves us to seek 
the best for their lives. Only by cultivating 
this way of relating to one another will we 
make possible a social friendship that ex-
cludes no one and a fraternity that is open to 
all” (Fratelli Tutti, 94).

In each of us there is a universal love that 
has been put there by God and by nature. We 
are created for relationships. It is within the 
context of the family that values of “love and 
fraternity, togetherness and sharing, concern 
and care for others are lived out and handed 
on” (Fratelli Tutti, 114). It is my hope and 
prayer that as we celebrate fraternity and sol-
idarity today, our homes become the fertile 
soil to sow the seeds of compassion and love, 
peace and harmony, respect and acceptance – 
a place at which future generations can look 
back and draw strength for a better world.

As we work together to defeat a virus 
which has exposed our common human frail-
ties, may we also come out of this pandemic 
having immunised ourselves against all 
forms of radicalism that can only destroy the 
unity, harmony, and respect for one another 
– foundations on which Malaysia was built.

As Pope Francis celebrates the Interna-
tional Day of Human Fraternity today, in a 

virtual event hosted by Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Zayed in Abu Dhabi, with the participa-
tion of the Grand Imam of Al Azhar, Ahmad 
Al-Tayyeb, Secretary General António Gu-
terres of the United Nations, and other per-
sonages, let us unite ourselves with him by 
praying for one another – bearing in mind 
that despite all the challenges and obstacles, 
the human family still has the ability to work 
more closely and concretely in building our 
common home.

It is my ardent hope that we as Malaysians 
can come together in solidarity with all our 
diversity of culture, faith, and languages, to 
chart a peaceful and peace-filled future, al-
ways caring for the most vulnerable in our 
midst.  I hope that with today’s International 
Day of Human Fraternity, we the leaders of 
the different Religious Faiths of Malaysia 
will continue to engage in dialogue (round-
table discussions) and cooperation for the 
greater good of our tanahair (Homeland).

May God Bless Malaysia always.

+ Most Rev Julian Leow Beng Kim, D.D
Archbishop of Kuala Lumpur

February 4, 2021

Pastoral Letter in conjunction with 
International Day of Human Fraternity February 4, 2021

Archdiocese of 
KuAlA lumpur

Come together in solidarity

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vbK11uzWHAA


How do we search for God?
It is easy to misunder-

stand what that means. 
We are forever searching for God, 
though mostly without knowing 
it. Usually, we think of our search 
for God as a conscious religious 
search, as something we do out of 
a spiritual side of ourselves. We 
tend to think of things this way: 
I have my normal life and its 
pursuits and, if I am so inclined, 
on the side, I might have a spir-
itual or religious pursuit wherein 
I try through prayer, reflection, 
and religious practices, to get to 
know God. This is an unfortunate 
misunderstanding. Our normal 
search for meaning, fulfilment, 
and even for pleasure is in fact 
our search for God.

What do we naturally search 
for in life? By nature, we search 
for meaning, love, a soulmate, 
friendship, emotional connection, 
sexual fulfilment, significance, 
recognition, knowledge, creativ-
ity, play, humour and pleasure. 
However, we tend not to see these 
pursuits as searching for God.  In 
pursuing these things, we rarely, 
if ever, see them in any conscious 
way as our way of searching for 
God. In our minds, we are simply 

looking for happiness, meaning, 
fulfilment and pleasure, and our 
search for God is something we 
need to do in another way, more 
consciously through some explic-
it religious practices.

Well, we are not the first per-
sons to think like that. It has al-
ways been this way. For instance, 
St Augustine struggled with ex-
actly this, until one day, he re-
alised something. A searcher by 
temperament, Augustine spent 
the first thirty-four years of his 
life pursuing the things of this 
world: learning, meaning, love, 
sex, and a prestigious career. 
Even before his conversion, there 
was a desire in him for God and 
the spiritual. However, like us, he 
saw that as separate from what 
he was yearning for in the world. 
Only after his conversion did he 
realise something. Here is how he 
famously expressed it:

“Late have I loved you, O 
Beauty ever ancient, ever new, 
late have I loved you! You were 
within me, but I was outside, 
and it was there that I searched 
for you. In my unloveliness I 
plunged into the lovely things 
which you created. You were 
with me, but I was not with you. 

… You called, you shouted, and 
you broke through my deafness. 
You flashed, you shone, and you 
dispelled my blindness.”

This is an honest admission 
that he lived a good number of 
years not loving God; but it is 
also an admission that, during 
those years, he had massively 
misunderstood something, and 
that misunderstanding lay at the 
root of his failure. What was that 
misunderstanding?

Reading his confession, we 
tend to focus on the first part of 
it, namely, on his realisation that 
God was inside of him all the 
while, but that he was not inside 

of himself. This is a perennial 
struggle for us too. Less obvious 
in this confession and something 
that is also a perennial strug-
gle for us, is his recognition that 
for all those years while he was 
searching for life in the world, a 
search he generally understood 
as having nothing to do with 
God, he was actually searching 
for God. What he was looking 
for in all those worldly things and 
pleasures was, in fact, the person 
of God.  Indeed, his confession 
might be recast this way:

Late, late, have I loved you 
because I was outside of myself 
while all the while you were in-
side me, but I wasn’t home, and 
I had no idea it was you I was 
actually looking for in the world. 
I never connected that search to 
you. In my mind, I was not look-
ing for you; I was looking for 
what would bring me meaning, 
love, significance, sexual fulfil-
ment, knowledge, pleasure, and 
a prestigious career. Never did 
I connect my longing for these 
things with my longing for you. 
I had no idea that everything I 
was chasing, all those things I 
was lonely for, were already in-
side me, in you. Late, late, have 

I understood that. Late, late, 
have I learned that what I am so 
deeply hungry and lonely for is 
contained inside of you. All these 
years, I never connected my rest-
lessness, my seemingly selfish 
and lustful pursuit of things, with 
you. Everything I am lonely for is 
inside of you and you are inside 
of me. Late, late, have I realised 
this.

We are fired into life with a 
madness that comes from the 
gods. So say the Greek Stoics. 
They are right. Our whole life 
is simply a search to respond to 
that divine madness inside us, a 
madness Christians identify with 
infinite yearnings of the soul. 
Given those yearnings, like Au-
gustine, we plunge into the world 
searching for meaning, love, a 
soulmate, friendship, emotional 
connection, sexual fulfilment, 
significance, recognition, knowl-
edge, creativity, and pleasure, 
and that earthy pursuit, perhaps 
more than our explicit religious 
pursuits, is in fact our search for 
God.

Best to realise this early, so we 
do not have to write: “Late, late, 
have I loved you!” — By Fr Ron 
Rolheiser, all rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

Our unconscious 
search for God
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Theme song for next World Youth Day in Lisbon unveiled
LISBON, Portugal: The organisers 
of World Youth Day 2023 in Lis-
bon on Jan 27 unveiled the event’s 
official theme song.

They said that the song, entitled 
Há Pressa no Ar in Portuguese 
(“There’s a rush in the air”) and 
issued on Jan. 27, invites young 
people to identify themselves with 
the Virgin Mary. 

The song was revealed in a pres-
entation by Teresa Oliveira, a radio 
announcer in Portugal. 

The composition is inspired by 
the theme of WYD Lisbon 2023,  
“Mary arose and went with haste,” 
a verse taken from St Luke’s Gos-
pel describing Mary’s visitation to 
her cousin Elizabeth after the An-
nunciation. 

The music was composed by 
teacher Pedro Ferreira and the lyr-
ics written by Fr João Paulo Vaz, a 
priest who uses music as a means 
of evangelisation. Both men are 
from the diocese of Coimbra, in 
central Portugal.

Organisers are releasing two 
versions of the song. One is solely 
in Portuguese. The other, an inter-
national version, incorporates five 
languages: Portuguese, English, 
Spanish, French, and Italian.

A literal translation of the song’s 
chorus, provided by organisers, 
reads: “Everyone will hear our 
voice, / Let us lift our arms, There’s 
a rush in the air. / Jesus lives and 
does not leave us alone: / We will 
not cease to love.”

“When singing this theme song, 

the young people from all over 
the world are invited to identify 
themselves with Mary, disposing 
themselves to serve, to the mis-
sion and to the transformation of 
the world,” the Local Organisation 
Committee said in a press release 
on Jan 27. 

“The lyrics also evoke the party 
of the WYD and the joy that comes 
from Jesus.”

The song was selected by a panel 
of artists after a nationwide contest 
with more than 100 entrants.

Competition organisers chal-
lenged participants to create a 
song that reflected the WYD 2023 
theme, the aims of World Youth 
Day, especially evangelisation, and 
Portuguese culture. They said they 
were looking for “a popular song, 
cheerful, young, easy to learn and 

easy to translate and to adapt.”
Pedro Ferreira explained that the 

melody came before the lyrics. He 
recalled composing the music in a 
“small room, alone, by the piano,” 
searching for a tune that helped 
“to congregate, to gather a com-
munity.” 

The 41-year-old and other mem-
bers of his music group, known as 
the “Parish Band,” approached Fr. 
João Paulo Vaz to write the lyrics.

“Not changing the melody, and 
with the guitar in my hands, I start-
ed writing, just like I usually do,” 
the 51-year-old priest said.

“The theme of the Portuguese 
edition [of World Youth Day] 
made me revise my relationship 
with the Mother and, then, the lyr-
ics creative process became, for 
me, a very deep time of praying,” 

he explained.
World Youth Day, which is typi-

cally held on a different continent 
every three years, was established 
by Pope John Paul II in 1985. The 
week-long gathering usually at-
tracts hundreds of thousands of 
young people. 

The coronavirus crisis has 
thrown up obstacles for the organ-
izers of the next event in Lisbon. 
The meeting was initially sched-
uled for August 2022, but the Vati-
can said in April 2020 that it would 
be postponed to August 2023.

Organisers invited young Portu-
guese Catholics last November to 
prepare for World Youth Day by 
taking part in a two-day mission.

They invited young people 
across the country to dedicate Nov 
28-29, the weekend marking the 

start of Advent, to the countrywide 
mission. 

“We challenge each young per-
son to do a mission wherever they 
are, thus giving expression to the 
theme proposed by Pope Francis 
for WYD Lisbon 2023,” they said. 

In light of the pandemic, organ-
izers suggested that youngsters 
could take part in the mission by 
calling someone who lives alone, 
speaking to distant family mem-
bers via the internet, volunteering 
with local charities, or undertaking 
acts of service in their parishes. 

They encouraged youngsters to 
wear WYD Lisbon 2023 T-shirts 
while taking part, to “give vis-
ibility to this great movement of 
hope.”

Organisers launched the WYD 
Lisbon 2023 website and official 
logo in October.

The logo, featuring the Blessed 
Virgin Mary in front of a cross, in 
the colours of Portugal’s flag, was 
selected in an international contest 
with hundreds of participants from 
30 countries by the Vatican Dicast-
ery for Laity, Family, and Life.

It was designed by Beatriz 
Roque Antunes, a 24-year-old who 
works at a communication agency 
in Lisbon. 

The pope announced that the 
Portuguese capital would host the 
global Catholic gathering of young 
people at the closing Mass of the 
last international World Youth Day 
in Panama City in January 2019. 
— CNA

Singers record the theme song for World Youth Day 2023 in Lisbon, Portugal. (CNA photo/Lisboa2023.org)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SWo7r7PaHqE&feature=emb_title
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You have but one teacher and you 
are all brothers (Mt 23:8)

A trust-based relationship to guide care for the sick
Dear brothers and sisters,

The celebration of the XXIX World 
Day of the Sick on 11 February 
2021, the liturgical memorial of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary of Lourdes, is 
an opportunity to devote special at-
tention to the sick and to those who 
provide them with assistance and 
care, both in healthcare institutions 
and within families and communi-
ties. We think in particular of those 
who have suffered, and continue to 
suffer, the effects of the worldwide 
coronavirus pandemic. To all, and 
especially to the poor and the mar-
ginalised, I express my spiritual 
closeness and assure them of the 
Church’s loving concern.
1. The theme of this Day is drawn 
from the Gospel passage in which 
Jesus criticizes the hypocrisy of 
those who fail to practise what 
they preach (cf. Mt 23:1-12). 
When our faith is reduced to empty 
words, unconcerned with the lives 
and needs of others, the creed we 
profess proves inconsistent with 
the life we lead. The danger is 
real. That is why Jesus uses strong 
language about the peril of falling 
into self-idolatry. He tells us: “You 
have but one teacher and you are 
all brothers” (v. 8).

Jesus’ criticism of those who 
“preach but do not practise” (v. 3) 
is helpful always and everywhere, 
since none of us is immune to the 
grave evil of hypocrisy, which pre-
vents us from flourishing as chil-
dren of the one Father, called to 
live universal fraternity.

Before the needs of our broth-
ers and sisters, Jesus asks us to 
respond in a way completely con-
trary to such hypocrisy. He asks 
us to stop and listen, to establish 
a direct and personal relationship 
with others, to feel empathy and 
compassion, and to let their suffer-
ing become our own as we seek to 
serve them (cf. Lk 10:30-35).

2. The experience of sickness 
makes us realise our own vulner-
ability and our innate need of oth-
ers. It makes us feel all the more 
clearly that we are creatures de-
pendent on God. When we are 
ill, fear and even bewilderment 
can grip our minds and hearts; we 
find ourselves powerless, since 
our health does not depend on our 
abilities or life’s incessant worries 
(cf. Mt 6:27).

Sickness raises the question of 
life’s meaning, which we bring be-
fore God in faith. In seeking a new 
and deeper direction in our lives, 
we may not find an immediate 
answer. Nor are our relatives and 
friends always able to help us in 
this demanding quest.

The biblical figure of Job is em-
blematic in this regard. Job’s wife 
and friends do not accompany him 
in his misfortune; instead, they 
blame him and only aggravate his 
solitude and distress. Job feels for-
lorn and misunderstood.  Yet for 
all his extreme frailty, he rejects 
hypocrisy and chooses the path of 
honesty towards God and others. 
He cries out to God so insistently 
that God finally answers him and 
allows him to glimpse a new hori-
zon. He confirms that Job’s suffer-
ing is not a punishment or a state 
of separation from God, much 
less as sign of God’s indifference. 
Job’s heart, wounded and healed, 
then makes this vibrant and touch-
ing confession to the Lord: “I had 
heard of you by word of mouth, but 
now my eye has seen you” (42:5).

3. Sickness always has more than 
one face: it has the face of all the 
sick, but also those who feel ig-
nored, excluded and prey to social 
injustices that deny their funda-
mental rights (cf. Fratelli Tutti, 22). 
The current pandemic has exacer-
bated inequalities in our healthcare 

systems and exposed inefficiencies 
in the care of the sick. Elderly, 
weak and vulnerable people are 
not always granted access to care, 
or in an equitable manner. This is 
the result of political decisions, re-
source management and greater or 
lesser commitment on the part of 
those holding positions of respon-
sibility. Investing resources in the 
care and assistance of the sick is a 
priority linked to the fundamental 
principle that health is a primary 
common good. Yet the pandemic 
has also highlighted the dedica-
tion and generosity of healthcare 
personnel, volunteers, support 
staff, priests, men and women re-
ligious, all of whom have helped, 
treated, comforted and served so 
many of the sick and their families 
with professionalism, self-giving, 
responsibility and love of neigh-
bour. A silent multitude of men 
and women, they chose not to look 
the other way but to share the suf-
fering of patients, whom they saw 
as neighbours and members of our 
one human family.

Such closeness is a precious balm 
that provides support and consola-
tion to the sick in their suffering. 
As Christians, we experience that 
closeness as a sign of the love of 
Jesus Christ, the Good Samaritan, 
who draws near with compassion 
to every man and woman wound-
ed by sin. United to Christ by the 
working of the Holy Spirit, we are 
called to be merciful like the Fa-
ther and to love in particular our 
frail, infirm and suffering brothers 
and sisters (cf. Jn 13:34-35). We 
experience this closeness not only 
as individuals but also as a com-
munity. Indeed, fraternal love in 
Christ generates a community of 
healing, a community that leaves 
no one behind, a community that 
is inclusive and welcoming, espe-
cially to those most in need.

Here I wish to mention the im-

portance of fraternal solidarity, 
which is expressed concretely in 
service and can take a variety of 
forms, all directed at supporting 
our neighbours. “Serving means 
caring … for the vulnerable of our 
families, our society, our people” 
(Homily in Havana, 20 Septem-
ber 2015). In this outreach, all 
are “called to set aside their own 
wishes and desires, their pursuit of 
power, before the concrete gaze of 
those who are most vulnerable… 
Service always looks to their fac-
es, touches their flesh, senses their 
closeness and even, in some cases, 
‘suffers’ that closeness and tries to 
help them.  Service is never ideo-
logical, for we do not serve ideas, 
we serve people” (ibid.).

4. If a therapy is to be effective, it 
must have a relational aspect, for 
this enables a holistic approach 
to the patient. Emphasizing this 
aspect can help doctors, nurses, 
professionals and volunteers to 
feel responsible for accompany-
ing patients on a path of healing 
grounded in a trusting interperson-
al relationship (cf. New Charter for 
Health Care Workers [2016], 4). 
This creates a covenant between 
those in need of care and those 
who provide that care, a covenant 
based on mutual trust and respect, 
openness and availability. This 
will help to overcome defensive 
attitudes, respect the dignity of the 
sick, safeguard the professionalism 
of healthcare workers and foster a 
good relationship with the families 
of patients.

Such a relationship with the sick 
can find an unfailing source of mo-
tivation and strength in the charity 
of Christ, as shown by the witness 

of those men and women who 
down the millennia have grown 
in holiness through service to the 
infirm. For the mystery of Christ’s 
death and resurrection is the 
source of the love capable of giv-
ing full meaning to the experience 
of patients and caregivers alike. 
The Gospel frequently makes this 
clear by showing that Jesus heals 
not by magic but as the result of an 
encounter, an interpersonal rela-
tionship, in which God’s gift finds 
a response in the faith of those who 
accept it. As Jesus often repeats: 
“Your faith has saved you”.

5. Dear brothers and sisters, the 
commandment of love that Jesus 
left to his disciples is also kept in 
our relationship with the sick. A 
society is all the more human to 
the degree that it cares effective-
ly for its most frail and suffering 
members, in a spirit of fraternal 
love. Let us strive to achieve this 
goal, so that no one will feel alone, 
excluded or abandoned.

To Mary, Mother of Mercy and 
Health of the Infirm, I entrust the 
sick, healthcare workers and all 
those who generously assist our 
suffering brothers and sisters. 
From the Grotto of Lourdes and 
her many other shrines through-
out the world, may she sustain our 
faith and hope, and help us care for 
one another with fraternal love. To 
each and all, I cordially impart my 
blessing.

Rome, St John Lateran, 
December 20, 2020,

Fourth Sunday of Advent

 
Franciscus

Pope Francis blesses a sick person in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on Nov 26, 2017. 
(Vatican Media)

Medical officials test a man for Covid-19 at a seafood market in Samut Sakhon on Dec. 19 after 548 infections were 
detected in a single day and linked to a vendor at the market. (UCA News photo)

messAge of his holiness pope frAncis for the 29th World dAy of the sicK — feB 11, 2021
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Lent: a Time for Renewing 
Faith, Hope and Love

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Jesus revealed to his disciples the 
deepest meaning of his mission 
when he told them of his passion, 
death and resurrection, in fulfil-
ment of the Father’s will. He then 
called the disciples to share in this 
mission for the salvation of the 
world.

In our Lenten journey towards 
Easter, let us remember the One 
who “humbled himself and be-
came obedient unto death, even 

death on a cross” (Phil 2:8). Dur-
ing this season of conversion, let 
us renew our faith, draw from the 
“living water” of hope, and receive 
with open hearts the love of God, 
who makes us brothers and sisters 
in Christ. At the Easter vigil, we 
will renew our baptismal promises 
and experience rebirth as new men 
and women by the working of the 
Holy Spirit. This Lenten journey, 
like the entire pilgrimage of the 
Christian life, is even now illu-
mined by the light of the resurrec-

tion, which inspires the thoughts, 
attitudes and decisions of the fol-
lowers of Christ.

Fasting, prayer and almsgiving, 
as preached by Jesus (cf. Mt 6:1-
18), enable and express our con-
version. The path of poverty and 
self-denial (fasting), concern and 
loving care for the poor (almsgiv-
ing), and childlike dialogue with 
the Father (prayer) make it pos-
sible for us to live lives of sincere 
faith, living hope and effective 
charity.

The Samaritan woman at the 
well, whom Jesus asks for a 

drink, does not understand what 
he means when he says that he can 
offer her “living water” (Jn 4:10). 
Naturally, she thinks that he is re-
ferring to material water, but Je-
sus is speaking of the Holy Spirit 
whom he will give in abundance 
through the paschal mystery, be-
stowing a hope that does not dis-
appoint. Jesus had already spoken 
of this hope when, in telling of 
his passion and death, he said that 
he would “be raised on the third 
day” (Mt 20:19). Jesus was speak-
ing of the future opened up by the 
Father’s mercy. Hoping with him 
and because of him means believ-
ing that history does not end with 
our mistakes, our violence and 
injustice, or the sin that crucifies 
Love. It means receiving from his 

open heart the Father’s forgive-
ness.

In these times of trouble, 
when everything seems frag-
ile and uncertain, it may ap-
pear challenging to speak                                                                                                             
of hope. Yet Lent is precisely 
the season of hope, when we 
turn back to God who patiently 
continues to care for his creation 
which we have often mistreated 
(cf. Laudato Si’, 32-33; 43-44). 
St Paul urges us to place our hope 
in reconciliation: “Be reconciled 
to God” (2 Cor 5:20). By receiv-
ing forgiveness in the sacrament 
that lies at the heart of our pro-
cess of conversion, we in turn 
can spread forgiveness to others. 
Having received forgiveness our-
selves, we can offer it through our 
willingness to enter into attentive 
dialogue with others and to give 

comfort to those experiencing sor-
row and pain. God’s forgiveness, 
offered also through our words 
and actions, enables us to experi-
ence an Easter of fraternity.

In Lent, may we be increas-
ingly concerned with “speaking 
words of comfort, strength, con-
solation and encouragement, and 
not words that demean, sadden, 
anger or show scorn” (Fratelli 
Tutti, 223). In order to give hope 
to others, it is sometimes enough 
simply to be kind, to be “willing 
to set everything else aside in or-
der to show interest, to give the 
gift of a smile, to speak a word 
of encouragement, to listen amid 
general indifference” (ibid., 224).

Through recollection and silent 
prayer, hope is given to us as in-
spiration and interior light, illumi-
nating the challenges and choices 
we face in our mission.

Hence the need to pray (cf. Mt 
6:6) and, in secret, to encounter 
the Father of tender love.

To experience Lent in hope en-
tails growing in the realisation 
that, in Jesus Christ, we are wit-
nesses of new times, in which 
God is “making all things new” 
(cf. Rev 21:1-6). It means receiv-
ing the hope of Christ, who gave 
his life on the cross and was raised 
by God on the third day, and al-
ways being “prepared to make a 
defence to anyone who calls [us] 
to account for the hope that is in 
[us]” (1 Pet 3:15).

Love rejoices in seeing others 
grow. Hence it suffers when 

others are anguished, lonely, sick, 
homeless, despised or in need. Love 
is a leap of the heart; it brings us out 
of ourselves and creates bonds of 
sharing and communion.

“‘Social love’ makes it possible 
to advance towards a civilisation 
of love, to which all of us can feel 
called. With its impulse to univer-
sality, love is capable of building a 
new world. No mere sentiment, it is 
the best means of discovering effec-
tive paths of development for every-
one” (Fratelli Tutti, 183).

Love is a gift that gives meaning 
to our lives. It enables us to view 
those in need as members of our 
own family, as friends, brothers or 
sisters. A small amount, if given 
with love, never ends, but becomes 
a source of life and happiness. Such 
was the case with the jar of meal 
and jug of oil of the widow of Zare-
phath, who offered a cake of bread 
to the prophet Elijah (cf. 1 Kings 
17:7-16); it was also the case with 
the loaves blessed, broken and given 
by Jesus to the disciples to distribute 
to the crowd (cf. Mk 6:30-44). Such 
is the case too with our almsgiving, 

whether small or large, when of-
fered with joy and simplicity.

To experience Lent with love 
means caring for those who suffer 
or feel abandoned and fearful be-
cause of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
In these days of deep uncertainty 
about the future, let us keep in 
mind the Lord’s word to his Serv-
ant, “Fear not, for I have redeemed 
you” (Is 43:1). In our charity, may 
we speak words of reassurance and 
help others to realize that God loves 
them as sons and daughters.

“Only a gaze transformed by 
charity can enable the dignity of 

others to be recognised and, as a 
consequence, the poor to be ac-
knowledged and valued in their dig-
nity, respected in their identity and 
culture, and thus truly integrated 
into society” (Fratelli Tutti, 187).

Dear brothers and sisters, every 
moment of our lives is a time for 
believing, hoping and loving. The 
call to experience Lent as a journey 
of conversion, prayer and sharing of 
our goods, helps us – as communi-
ties and as individuals

– to revive the faith that comes 
from the living Christ, the hope 
inspired by the breath of the Holy 

Spirit and the love flowing from the 
merciful heart of the Father.

May Mary, Mother of the Sav-
iour, ever faithful at the foot of the 
cross and in the heart of the Church, 
sustain us with her loving presence. 
May the blessing of the risen Lord 
accompany all of us on our journey 
towards the light of Easter.

Rome, St John Lateran,  
November 11 2020, the Memorial of 
St Martin of Tours

FRANCISCUS

In this Lenten season, accepting and 
living the truth revealed in Christ 

means, first of all, opening our hearts 
to God’s word, which the Church 
passes on from generation to genera-
tion. This truth is not an abstract con-
cept reserved for a chosen intelligent 
few. Instead, it is a message that all of 
us can receive and understand thanks 
to the wisdom of a heart open to the 
grandeur of God, who loves us even 
before we are aware of it. Christ him-
self is this truth.

By taking on our humanity, even to 
its very limits, he has made himself 
the way – demanding, yet open to all 
– that leads to the fullness of life.

Fasting, experienced as a form of 
self-denial, helps those who under-
take it in simplicity of heart to redis-
cover God’s gift and to recognize that, 
created in his image and likeness, we 
find our fulfilment in him. In embrac-

ing the experience of poverty, those 
who fast make themselves poor with 
the poor and accumulate the treasure 
of a love both received and shared. 
In this way, fasting helps us to love 
God and our neighbour, inasmuch as 
love, as St Thomas Aquinas teaches, 
is a movement outwards that focuses 
our attention on others and considers 
them as one with ourselves (cf. Fra-
telli Tutti, 93).

Lent is a time for believing, for 
welcoming God into our lives and 
allowing him to “make his dwell-
ing” among us (cf. Jn 14:23). Fast-
ing involves being freed from all that 
weighs us down – like consumerism 
or an excess of information, whether 
true or false – in order to open the 
doors of our hearts to the One who 
comes to us, poor in all things, yet 
“full of grace and truth” (Jn 1:14): the 
Son of God our Saviour.

Hope as “living water” enabling us to continue our journey

Love, following in the footsteps of Christ, in concern and compassion for all,
is the highest expression of our faith and hope

3.

1.
2.

messAge of his holiness pope frAncis for lent 2021 

(CNA photo/Lauren Cater)

Millions in Bangladesh feel fortunate if they eat two meals in a day (UCA News 
photo/Chandan Robert Rebeiro)

You have taught us Jesus that forgiveness is the most powerful medicine 
to heal every wounded heart on this planet. Enable us to be forgiving and 
reconciling people in our life situations wherever we may be.

Faith calls us to accept the truth 
and testify to it before God and 
all our brothers and sisters
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Dear children,

Our Bible lesson today tells of 
Jesus who had been traveling 
around the countryside teaching, 
preaching, and healing the sick. 
One day Jesus went to visit 

the home of Simon Peter. When 
He got there, he came to know 
that Peter's mother-in-law was 
sick in bed with a fever. Jesus 
took her by the hand and helped 

her up. 
Immediately the fever left 

her. She was healed and went 
in and began to fix dinner for 
everyone. 
When the people heard that 

Jesus was at Peter's house, a 
large crowd began to gather 
outside the door. People brought 
their sick friends to Jesus, and 
He healed many people who had 
all different kinds of diseases.

The next morning, Jesus woke 
up before anyone else. He went 
away to the wilderness to pray.
We may wonder why Jesus 

would have to pray - He is God 
after all! 
But He was also human so He 

needed to take some  time to 
be with His Heavenly Father. 
And that is what real praying is 
- being with God and talking to 
Him and listening to Him.

Like Jesus we also need to 
spend time with God. 
Even if we are always do-

ing His work, like helping people 
or studying His truths, we still 
need to take some time to talk 
with Our Father in Heaven. 
Starting today, let us take a 

few minutes every day to go to 
a quiet place and talk with God. 

Aunty Eliz

Can you spot the EIGHT differences between the pictures?

At the end of today’s Gospel reading. Jesus tells Simon that 
they will go to the nearby villages to preach.

Can you find your way through the maze to the nearby village?
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LISBON, Portugal: The 
crowd-pulling World 
Youth Day that the 

Vatican organises every 
three years is battling the 
ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic to celebrate this 
year’s gathering.

Lisbon, the Portuguese capi-
tal, is set to host the 36-year-old 
Catholic pilgrimage, the world’s 
largest gathering of young 
Catholics. It was scheduled for 
August 2022 but Pope Francis 
postponed it last April to August 
2023.

While the Vatican went online 
with many liturgical and papal 
events, it adopted a wait-and-
watch approach when it came 
to the gathering, which attracts 
millions of youth from all conti-
nents.

The Holy See also put on hold 
the World Meeting of Families in 
Rome from June 2021 to 2022 — 
another mega-event that sees 
the papal presence and the gath-

ering of hundreds of thousands 
of people.

The Vatican press office said 
these events were put off due to 
the ongoing precarious health 
situation and its impact on the 
movement and the youth and 
their families.

The Vatican does not want to 
reduce the World Youth Day to a 
virtual event as its previous edi-
tions show youth strength.

The 1995 event in the Philip-
pines set a world record for the 
largest number of young people 
assembled for a single religious 
event, with 5 million attendees. 
The 2019 gathering in Panama 
City saw 700,000 taking part.

Lisbon, a city of 505,000 peo-
ple, is about 75 miles from Fa-
tima, the world’s largest Marian 
pilgrimage site, and preparations 
for the World Youth Day have 
begun.

Theme song and logo
The organizers released the 
theme song Ha Pressa no Ar 
(There Is Urgency in the Air) for 

the international youth conclave 
on Jan. 27.

Penned by 51-year-old Father 
Joao Paulo Vaz, the music was 
composed by 41-year-old Pedro 
Ferreira, both hailing from Coim-
bra Diocese in Portugal.

The song is available on the 
website of the Vatican Dicast-
ery for Laity, the Family and Life 
(www.laityfamilylife.va) and that 
of the organising committee 
(www.lisboa2023.org).

The lyrics reflect the Lisbon 
event theme, Mary arose and 
went with haste — a passage 
from the Gospel of St Luke. The 
song is meant to urge young 
people “to identify themselves 
with Mary.”

The logo, released in Octo-
ber last year, depicts the cross, 
a path, the rosary and Mother 
Mary. The rosary stands for the 
experience of pilgrimage.

Through an international con-
test with hundreds of partici-

pants from 30 nations, the logo 
was chosen and organized by 
the Dicastery for Laity, Family 
and Life.

The World Youth Day cross 
was handed over to the Por-
tuguese youth from Panama, 
which hosted the 2019 edition. It 
was done after a Mass by Pope 
Francis on the occasion of the 
feast of Christ the King on Nov 
22 in St. Peter’s Basilica.

“This is an important step in 
the pilgrimage that will lead us 
to Lisbon in 2023,” Pope Francis 
said.

The ceremony was slated for 
April 5, 2020, Palm Sunday, but 
was delayed because of COV-
ID-19 lockdowns and curbs on 
international travel.

St Pope John Paul II in 1984 
gave the cross at the end of the 
Holy Year of Redemption.

He urged the youth to “carry it 
throughout the world as a sym-
bol of Christ’s love for humanity 

and proclaim to everyone that 
it is only in Christ, who died and 
rose from the dead, that salva-
tion and redemption are to be 
found.”

The youth have taken the four-
metre cross to various parts of 
the world during pilgrimages 
and processions and to all the 
international World Youth Day 
celebrations.

World Youth Day, held on a 
different continent every three 
years, was the brainchild of St 
John Paul II.

Lisbon, which has the highest 
level of weekly Mass attendance 
among young people in Europe, 
is waiting to see the pandemic 
wane before it spreads its wings 
in 2023 before the popemobile.

In this pandemic year, organ-
isers have taken special care 
not to make World Youth Day a 
kind of rock festival, as warned 
by Pope Benedict XVI. — By Ben 
Joseph, ucanews.com

Portugal gets ready 
for World Youth Day 

despite delays

The World Youth Day Symbols were officially handed to the young people of Lisbon by the young 
people of Panama in St Peter’s Basilica, Nov 22, 2020. (Lisboa2023.org)

The team recording of the official World Day Hymn for Lisbon 2023. 
(Lisboa2023.org)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SWo7r7PaHqE&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SWo7r7PaHqE&feature=emb_title
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KUALA LUMPUR: In our journey of life, we are 
slowly discovering the difference between sin and 
saintliness. As Christians, we recognise our baptis-
mal call to become exemplary men and women in 
the community. We attempt to grasp the mystery 
of how saints, who were once ordinary and sinful 
individuals like us, could become holy and revered 
models of faith in the Church. It begs the question 
— how can some people who lived seemingly or-
dinary lives be transformed into servants of God? 
How is it that such ordinary folk can become the 
Saints that we revere today? 

The St JP2 Teens Ministry team began tackling 
these questions with the Sinner2Saint programme 
that was launched in January 2021. This pro-
gramme seeks to help our young people explore, 
discover and find connection with the lives of the 
saints in terms of their lived testimonies, personal 
struggles, the different ways they encountered 
God, and their gradual “conversion” to holiness.  
These sessions are specially tailored for teenagers 
13-17 years old. In this programme, we hope that 
our young participants can discover aspects of their 
own journey which resonate with the lives of the 
Saints, confirming that sainthood is within every-
one’s reach. Just as every saint has a past, it can be 
said that every sinner can have a future. 

The fortnightly sessions are held from 8:00pm-
9:30pm on Zoom every second and fourth Friday 
of the month.

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook or call 
Malcolm: 011-17944217 or Fiona: 012-7281284

KUALA LUMPUR: More than 70,000 
Malaysians have currently signed up for 
SPMflix.com, Malaysia’s largest and most 
comprehensive free SPM education por-
tal, where students can revise and learn 
through live-stream classes and even take 
quizzes to prepare for their examinations, 
which start on Feb 22.

With over 8,700 free videos which are 
constantly updated, SPMflix.com also 
offers an annual SPM Seminar which in-
cludes live online classes covering exam 
areas, tips and answering techniques for all 
12 subjects for both the English and Malay 
mediums. 

This highly sought-after seminar also in-
cludes soft skills sessions on study skills, 
memory skills and mind-mapping to fur-
ther enhance how students perform at their 
exams. 

Under the Tanya Cikgu tab on the SPM-

flix website, students can send their que-
ries through WhatsApp, which will be an-
swered by experienced teachers.

The BAC Education Group remains 
committed to digitilising and creating free 
content for all schoolchildren in the coun-
try to ensure no one is left behind when it 
comes to access to education.

The BAC Education Group’s Managing 
Director, Raja Singham, said he now wants 
to help solve the issue of internet accessi-
bility amongst students from rural areas so 
they can also benefit from the portals.

“We want to focus on ensuring that stu-
dents from the B40 and rural areas have 
adequate internet access to the vast learn-
ing resources available online including 
SPMflix.  Education is a means out of pov-
erty.”

“We want to work with the federal and 
state governments to make this happen and 

we are prepared to fund it. We want to help 
educate every child in the country,” he said.

Since its inception, SPMflix has seen 
more than 70,000 students studying for 
free on its platforms, while about 2,000 
teachers have attended curated workshops 
on blended learning and the use of technol-
ogy in classrooms.

Raja said we need to do our best to en-
sure learning continues and that the educa-
tion of schoolchildren is not disrupted and 
to eradicate digital poverty.

“The focus of the government and Tel-
cos should be on overcoming the digital 
divide between urban and rural areas of the 
country.”

“We must ensure all Malaysian school 
children can access portals like SPMflix.
com so that their education is not interrupt-
ed and that all Malaysians have equitable 
access to education,” he added.

PENANG: Penang Diocesan 
Youth Network (PDYN) organ-
ised a session of Monday of the 
Open Mic (MOM) on Gratuitous-
ness on Jan 23.

PDYN was inspired with the lat-
est encyclical letter of Pope Fran-
cis, Fratelli Tutti, to conduct the 
Empowerment Series Volume 1. 

In the Holy Father’s latest let-
ter, Pope Francis defines ‘gra-
tuitousness’ as the ability to do 
some things simply because they 
are good in themselves, without 
concern for personal gain or rec-
ompense.

A number of participants, con-
sisting of campus students, parish 
youth and working young adults, 
from various places in Malaysia, 
the Philippines and Singapore 
tuned in on Jan 23. 

PDYN also invited guest speak-
er, Mayette Bugaoan, a former 
coordinator of the Single Young 
Adult of Penang Diocese, who is 
currently residing in the Philip-
pines.

In a reference to Pope Francis’ 
Fratelli Tutti in Chapters 4 and 
7, Mayette led the participants to 

the concept of being grateful as 
Catholics in this modern world 
despite the fast-paced days and 
the many challenges we encoun-
ter, especially in this tiring time of 
the pandemic. She aimed to equip 
the youth to recognise their gifts 
and to continue to take initiatives 
every day to live out their gifts. 

The sharing session was made 
possible by the Zoom break-out 
room feature. In groups of three to 
four people, a facilitator was as-
signed in each group to guide the 
participants in reflecting on gratu-
itousness in their family, campus, 
parish, and country, also a short 
discussion involved on the actions 
that can be carried out in their 
community in this time of the pan-
demic. One of the facilitators said, 
“I was surprised at how they (the 
participants) can open up in shar-
ing their experiences and thoughts 
despite being young.”

Anthea Darlene, one of the par-
ticipants shared, “The session was 
amazing and inspiring. I was able 
to learn more about gratuitousness 
and how it can be applied in our 
daily lives. In short, it was a very 

fruitful session and I enjoyed it!”.
The Empowerment Series Vol-

ume 1 concluded with a short 
speech and final blessing by Fr 
Simon Anand, the Head of PDYN. 

The Empowerment Series Vol-
ume 2 will be held on February 
20. 

MOM also has a Beatitudes Se-
ries which is a compilation of tes-

timonies by the youth that is still 
ongoing since August 2020. 

The MOM testimonies can be 
found on PDYN’s Youtube chan-
nel. — By Elsa Easter Justine

SPMflix: Helping 70,000 Students 
Get Through the Pandemic

Empowerment Series 
focuses on Gratuitousness

Sinner2Saint 
programme for teens

https://spmflix.com/
https://www.instagram.com/jp2tm/
https://www.instagram.com/jp2tm/
https://www.facebook.com/JP2tm


1st Anniversary         
In Loving Memory of

Dearly missed and remembered by 
family members.

Alicia Lai Keow Moy
(07.09.1941 – 03.02.2020)
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“Come to me, all 
you that are weary 
and are carrying 

heavy burdens, and 
I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon 

you, and learn     
from me; for I am 
gentle and humble 
in heart, and you 
will find rest for 

your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and 

my burden is light.”
Matthew 11:28-30

NEW DELHI: A village court in the eastern 
Indian state of Jharkhand has ordered fami-
lies who converted to Christianity to be caned, 
fined and excommunicated from the commu-
nity.

Three Korwa tribal families from Khala vil-
lage of Dhurki in Garhwa district embraced 
Christianity on Jan 22, according to media re-
ports.

“There are reports of religious conversion in 
the area but they are of different denominations 
as a few small sects are active there. It is a mat-
ter of investigation and it should be thoroughly 
checked as it may give wrong messages among 
different faiths,” said Fr Augustin Xess, parish 
priest of St Paul’s Church in Garhwa.

“As far as the Catholic Church is concerned, 

we don’t promote religious conversion.”
The tribal priest said Hindus, followers of 

the Sarna tribal religion and a small number of 
Muslims and Christians have been living in the 
area peacefully with great respect for all faiths.

“After the news of religious conversion 
came out, we contacted our people in the area 
and asked them to give us an actual report,” he 
added.

Fr Fabianus Sinduria, who coordinates pas-
toral work in Daltonganj Diocese, said that “we 
came to know of the incident only through the 
local Hindi newspaper and are waiting for the 
final say by the local administration.”

He added: “Occasionally, we hear from the 
Hindu nationalist party or its wings like Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad and Rashtriya Swayamsevak 

Sangh about religious conversion incidents in 
the area, but everybody knows the fact it is not 
true.”

Hindu nationalists often accuse Christians of 
using force and surreptitious tactics in pursuing 
conversions, often storming into villages and 
leading “reconversion” ceremonies in which 
Christians are compelled to perform Hindu 
rituals. 

Korwa are officially categorised as a “par-
ticularly vulnerable tribal group” in India. 
More than 24 Korwa families have allegedly 
converted to Christianity over the past year.

The Korwa language is on the verge of ex-
tinction and there are only about 6,000 Korwa 
people left in Garhwa district.

Jharkhand has 1.4 million Christians, mostly 
tribal people, out of a population of 33 million. 
— By Bijay Kumar Minj, ucanews.com

Indian tribal families caned for embracing Christianity

Christians from across India protest against 
persecution in New Delhi on October 2019. 
(UCA News photo/Bijay Kumar Minj)
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St Josephine Bakhita
St Josephine Bakhita was born in 1869 in 

Sudan. Around 1877, she was kidnapped 
and sold into slavery by Arab slave trad-

ers. During her time as a slave, she was beaten, 
tortured and scarred. Eventually, in 1883, she 
was sold to the Italian Vice Consul, Callisto 
Legani, who took her with him back to Italy. 
While in Italy, she was given to a family and 
became their nanny, and that family eventually 
left her with the Canossian Sisters in Venice 
when they travelled to Sudan for business.

Once with the sisters, she learned about 
Christianity and decided to become Catho-
lic. She refused to go back to the family that 
enslaved her once they returned to Italy, and 
an Italian court ruled that since slavery had 
been outlawed in Sudan prior to her birth, 
she was not legally a slave. She was then 

freed from slavery.
With her newfound freedom, she remained 

with the Canossians, and received the sacra-
ments of Baptism, Confirmation, and first Holy 
Communion on January 9, 1890. She took the 
name Josephine Margaret and Fortunata — 
with Fortunata being a Latin translation of her 
Arabic name Bakhita. Three years later, she 
became a novice with the Canossian Daugh-
ters of Charity and professed her final vows 
on December 8, 1896. She then lived out the 
remainder of her life in a convent in Schio, Vi-
cenza, working as a cook and a doorkeeper. She 
passed away on February 8, 1947, and was can-
onised on October 1, 2000, by St John Paul II.

In addition to her patronage of victims of 
human trafficking, she is also the patron of her 
home country of Sudan. — CNA

On December 8, 1854, Pope Pius IX pro-
claimed the dogma of the Immaculate 

Conception in the Apostolic Constitution In-
effabilis Deus. A little more than three years 
later, on February 11, 1858, a young lady ap-
peared to Bernadette Soubirous. This began 
a series of visions. During the apparition on 
March 25, the lady identified herself with the 
words: “I am the Immaculate Conception.”

Bernadette was a sickly child of poor par-
ents. Their practice of the Catholic faith was 
scarcely more than lukewarm. Bernadette 
could pray the Our Father, the Hail Mary 
and the Creed. She also knew the prayer of 
the Miraculous Medal: “O Mary conceived 
without sin.”

During interrogations, Bernadette gave an 
account of what she saw. It was “something 
white in the shape of a girl.” She used the 
word aquero, a dialect term meaning “this 

thing.” It was “a pretty young girl with a ro-
sary over her arm. Her white robe was en-
circled by a blue girdle. She wore a white 
veil. There was a yellow rose on each foot. 
A rosary was in her hand.” Bernadette was 
also impressed by the fact that the lady did 
not use the informal form of address (tu), 
but the polite form (vous). The humble vir-
gin appeared to a humble girl and treated her 
with dignity.

Through that humble girl, Mary revital-
ized and continues to revitalise the faith of 
millions of people. People began to flock 
to Lourdes from other parts of France and 
from all over the world. In 1862, Church 
authorities confirmed the authenticity of the 
apparitions and authorised the cult of Our 
Lady of Lourdes for the diocese. The Feast 
of Our Lady of Lourdes became worldwide 
in 1907. — Franciscan Media

Our Lady of Lourdes

Twins often share the same interests and 
ideas with an equal intensity. Therefore, 

it is no surprise that Scholastica and her twin 
brother, Benedict, established religious com-
munities within a few miles from each other.

Born in 480 of wealthy parents, Scholastica 
and Benedict were brought up together until 
he left central Italy for Rome to continue his 
studies.

Little is known of Scholastica’s early 
life. She founded a religious community for 
women near Monte Cassino at Plombariola, 
five miles from where her brother governed 
a monastery.

The twins visited each other once a year in 
a farmhouse because Scholastica was not per-
mitted inside the monastery. They spent these 
times discussing spiritual matters.

According to the Dialogues of St Gregory 
the Great, the brother and sister spent their 

last day together in prayer and conversa-
tion. Scholastica sensed her death was close 

at hand and she begged Benedict to stay with 
her until the next day.

He refused her request because he did not 
want to spend a night outside the monastery, 
thus breaking his own Rule. Scholastica asked 
God to let her brother remain and a severe 
thunderstorm broke out, preventing Benedict 
and his monks from returning to the abbey.

Benedict cried out, “God forgive you, Sister. 
What have you done?” Scholastica replied, “I 
asked a favour of you and you refused. I asked 
it of God and he granted it.”

Brother and sister parted the next morning 
after their long discussion. Three days later, 
Benedict was praying in his monastery and 
saw the soul of his sister rising heavenward 
in the form of a white dove. Benedict then an-
nounced the death of his sister to the monks 
and later buried her in the tomb he had pre-
pared for himself. — Franciscan Media

St Scholastica

Patron Saint of: Nuns
Feastday: February 10

Feastday: February 11

Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, February 7
(Apocalypse 7:10,12)
Victory to our God, who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb! Praise 
and glory and wisdom and thanks-
giving and honour and power and 
strength to our God for ever and 
ever. Amen.

Monday, February 8
2 Thessalonians 3:10-13)
Do not let anyone have any food 
if he refuses to do any work. Now 
we hear that there are some of you 
who are living in idleness, doing 
no work themselves but interfering 
with everyone else’s. In the Lord 
Jesus Christ, we order and call on 
people of this kind to go on quietly 
working and earning the food that 
they eat. My brothers, never grow 
tired of doing what is right.

Tuesday, February 9
(Romans 13:11,12-13)
You must wake up now: the night 
is almost over, it will be daylight 
soon. Let us give up all the things 
we prefer to do under cover of 
the dark; let us arm ourselves 
and appear in the light. Let us live 
decently as people do in the day-
time.

Wednesday, February 10
(Song of Songs 8:7)
Love is something that no flood 
can quench, no torrents drown. 
Were a man to offer all the wealth 
of his house to buy love, contempt 
is all he would purchase.                                                              

Thursday, February 11
(Isaiah 66:1-2)
Thus says the Lord:
With heaven my throne
and earth my footstool,
what house could you build me,
what place could you make for my 
rest?
All of this was made by my hand
and all this is mine – it is the Lord 
who speaks.
But my eyes are drawn to the man
of humbled and contrite spirit,
who trembles at my word.

Friday, February 12
(Ephesians 4: 29-32)
Do not use harmful words in talk-
ing. Use only helpful words, the 
kind that build up and provide 
what is needed, so that what 
you say will do good for those 
who hear you. And do not make 
God’s Holy Spirit sad; for the Spirit 
is God’s mark of ownership on 
you, a guarantee that the Day will 
come when God will set you free. 
Get rid of all bitterness, passion 
and anger. No more shouting or 
insults. No more hateful feelings 
of any sort. Instead, be kind and 
tenderhearted to one another and 
forgive one another, as God has 
forgiven you in Christ.

Saturday, February 13
(2 Peter 1: 10-11)
Brothers, you have been called 
and chosen; work all the harder to 
justify it by good deeds. If you do 
all these things there is no danger 
that you will ever fall away. In this 
way you will be granted admit-
tance into the eternal kingdom of 
our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ.

Patron Saint of:
 Victims of Human trafficking        Sudan

Feastday: February 8

St Jerome Emiliani was a member of one of 
the patrician families of Venice, and, like 

many other saints, in early life was a soldier. He 
was appointed governor of a fortress among the 
mountains of Treviso, and whilst bravely de-
fending his post, was made prisoner by the en-
emy. In the misery of his dungeon, he invoked 
the great Mother of God, and promised that, if 
she would set him free, to lead a new and a bet-
ter life. Our Lady appeared, broke his fetters, 
and led him forth through the midst of his en-
emies. At Treviso he hung up his chains at her 
altar, and dedicated himself to her service, and 

on reaching his home at Venice, devoted himself 
to a life of active charity. His special love was 
for the deserted orphan children who, in times 
of plague and famine, he found wandering in 
the streets. He took them home, clothed and 
fed them, and taught them the Christian truths. 
From Venice he passed to Padua and Verona, 
and in a few years had founded orphanages 
through Northern Italy. Some pious clerics and 
laymen, who had been his fellow-workers, fixed 
their abode in one of these establishments, and 
devoted themselves to the cause of education. 
The Saint drew up for them a rule of life and 
thus was founded the Congregation, which still 
exists, of the Clerks Regular of Somascha. St Je-
rome died February 8, 1537, of an illness which 
he had caught in visiting the sick. — CNA

St Jerome Emiliani
Patron Saint of:
 Orphans           Abandoned Children

Feastday: February 8
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Universal: Violence against women
We pray for women who are victims of violence, that 

they may be protected by society and have their 
sufferings considered and heeded.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

VATICAN: Pope Francis has dedicated the 
month of February to prayer for women who 
are victims of violence. 

In a video released on Feb 1, the Pope said: 
“It is shocking how many women are beaten, 
insulted and raped … We must not look the 
other way.”

The Pope has invited people to pray for 
women who suffer from psychological vio-
lence, verbal violence, physical violence and 
sexual violence.

“The various forms of ill-treatment that 
many women suffer are acts of cowardice and a 
degradation of all humanity. Of men and of all 
humanity. The testimonies of the victims who 
dare to break their silence are a cry for help that 
we cannot ignore,” Pope Francis said.

One in three women worldwide has expe-
rienced physical or sexual violence at some 
point, according to a 2013 study by the World 

Health Organisation.
The study found that women who have been 

physically or sexually abused by their partners 
were twice as likely to have an abortion and al-
most twice as likely to experience depression.

Fr Frédéric Fornos, SJ, the international di-
rector of the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network, 
the organisation that promotes his monthly 
prayer intentions, said: “The Holy Father’s call 
is very clear: ‘We must not look the other way.’ 
That is to say, we cannot stand by with our arms 
crossed in the face of so many cases of violence 
against women, which takes many forms, from 
the most visible and reprehensible to the most 
insidious and unconscious.”

“Violence against women in all its forms 
cries out to heaven. Francis has said this several 
times: ‘Every form of violence inflicted upon a 
woman is a blasphemy against God, who was 
born of a woman. Humanity’s salvation came 

forth from the body of a woman: we can under-
stand our degree of humanity by how we treat a 
woman’s body.’”

The video produced by the Pope’s World-
wide Prayer Network for this month was cre-
ated with the art of Hermes Mangialardo, an 

internationally acclaimed Italian filmmaker. 
“Let us pray for women who are victims of 

violence, that they may be protected by society 
and have their sufferings considered and heed-
ed by all,” Pope Francis said. — By Courtney 
Mares, CNA

HONG KONG: Martin Lee Chu-ming (pic), “fa-
ther of democracy” in Hong Kong and one of the 
founders of the Democratic Party, is among the 
candidates for the Nobel Peace Prize.

Two Norwegian par-
liamentarians, Mathilde 
Tybring-Gjedde and Pe-
ter Frølich, both from 
the Conservative party, 
nominated Lee.

A devout Catholic, 
Martin Lee was a Mem-
ber of the Legislative 
Council of Hong Kong 
before and after the Brit-
ish colony was returned 
to China. He is also one of the staunchest defend-
ers of freedom in Hong Kong and mainland China.

The two Norwegian lawmakers said they hope 
Lee's candidacy will be “a source of inspiration for 
the pro-democracy movement in Hong Kong and 
advocates for freedom around the world.”

Lee, 82, is one of the most prominent public 
figures to be arrested last April for supporting un-
authorised protest against a planned new security 
law.

Fourteen other people were arrested with Lee, 
including Jimmy Lai, owner of the Apple Daily 
newspaper. At present, everyone is out on bail ex-
cept for Jimmy Lai. Their trial is set for 16 Febru-
ary.

Since 1901, the Nobel Peace Prize has been 
awarded to people and institutions that have done 
their best for fraternity between nations, the aboli-
tion or reduction of armies and the maintenance 
and promotion of peace. — By Paul Wang,               
AsiaNews

Martin Lee, ‘father 
of democracy’, 
nominated for the 
Nobel Peace Prize

BARCELONA: The construction team at 
the Sagrada Família Basilica in Barcelona 
has announced an ambitious building goal 
for 2021.

Workers will seek to complete the Tower 
of the Virgin Mary with the placement of a 
12-pointed star before the end of the year.

Once finished, the tower is destined to 
become the second tallest at the basilica 
designed by the visionary architect Antoni 
Gaudí, standing around 450 feet tall.

Work on the tower is well advanced, but 
completing the final part of the structure is a 
delicate task.

A video produced by the basilica shows 
that the Tower of the Virgin Mary stands 
next to the central Tower of Jesus of Christ, 
which is surrounded by four smaller Towers 
of the Evangelists.

According to the website of Barcelona 
archdiocese, the final part of the tower will 
consist of three elements. 

It said: “First, and in ascending order, is 
the crown. It is an element made of stone 
and six metres high [around 20 feet] and 
ending with 12 wrought-iron stars. The stars 
surround the lower part of the terminal in an 
ascending way.”

Next, “the shaft or lantern, which corre-
sponds to the middle part of the terminal, 
is 18 metres high [around 60 feet]. Defined 
by the geometry of a hyperboloid, it ends in 
three arms that support the star. Its entire ex-
terior surface is made of trencadís (mosaic) 
of white and blue tones.”

Finally, “the star is the last element of the 
tower. Regarding its dimensions, it has a di-
ameter of 7.5 metres [about 25 feet] and a 
total of 12 points. All the faces are made of 
textured glass and it is lit from within.”

Whether the tower (pictured above with 
the pointed star in an artist’s impression) 
will be completed this year will depend on 

the coronavirus pandemic. If the virus in-
creases in the city, work would have to be 
paused again, as it was last year.

According to the basilica’s website, if 
health measures allow, the stone panels of 
the crown will be put in place in the first 
quarter of 2021. In the third quarter, the two 
large pieces of the lantern will be installed. 
In December, the star will be added.

The basilica reopened on July 4, 2020, 
following a more than 100-day closure due 
to the coronavirus crisis.

The unfinished church, which was forced 
to close to tourists from March 13, 2020, of-
fered free entry to medical workers and their 
families in the first phase of its reopening.

The basilica is expected to be completed 
in 2026, the centenary of Gaudí’s death.

Gaudí, a devout and ascetic figure, began 
working on the project in 1883. In 1914, he 
stopped all other works to focus exclusively 
on the basilica, to which he dedicated him-
self until his unexpected death.

He was struck by a tram in 1926, at the 
age of 73, while walking to Barcelona’s St 
Philip Neri church for confession. Passers-
by did not recognise the famed architect 

because of his worn-out clothes and lack of 
identity papers.

He died three days after the accident and 
was buried in the crypt of his unfinished 
basilica. His cause for canonisation was 
opened in Rome in 2003.

In June 2019, the basilica finally received 
an official building permit, 137 years after 
its construction began.

Progress on the construction was initially 
slow as the works depended on private do-
nations. Building work was interrupted by 
the Spanish Civil War, during which com-
batants set fire to the crypt and destroyed 
some of the architect’s designs and plaster 
models.

Gaudí created numerous celebrated works 
in Barcelona using his distinctive style, in-
spired by natural forms and eschewing the 
sharp angles associated with modernist ar-
chitecture. He summed up his approach by 
saying, “The straight line belongs to men, 
the curved one to God.”

When questioned about how long it would 
take to build the basilica, he reputedly said, 
“My client is not in a hurry” — referring to 
God. — CNA

Sagrada Familia unveils ambitious building 
goal for 2021

Pope Francis dedicates February to 
pray for women suffering from violence

Sagrada Família Basilica in Barcelona. (CNA photo/AgarwalArun via Flickr).

Pray for women who are victims of violence (https://clicktopray.org/)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ex4ERhCvpq4&feature=emb_title

